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President’s Corner by Colleen Easley
A very merry holiday season to you all! For most of us
December means getting together with family and friends.
For some, it means traveling. For me, it’s both! I think I’m
going to try to get out of town for a week or so after the
December 16 Holiday Party since there won’t be any more
camera club meetings until the January 6th board meeting.
That doesn’t happen very often, so I hope the weather
cooperates and lets me find some nice photo locations.
Speaking of Holiday Party - be sure to read all the party details later in this newsletter. I
hope to see you there. Remember, it’s a potluck and we’re trying to stay somewhat
organized with the food, so if you’re coming, please sign up for what you plan to bring.
The sign-up link is in the article.

Newsletter Editor
Teri Dean

I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce Gary Wells - the
new Vice President of Olympia Camera Club. Gary was
elected VP at our last general meeting. Unfortunately it was
just days after a mild heart attack put him in the hospital for a
couple days, and he wasn’t able to be present for the election,
but he’s on the mend now and already working at his VP
duties; lining up speakers for general meetings in 2015.
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Gary has lived in the Olympia area most of his life. He spent 4
years in the Air Force and received a degree from SPSCC in
Civil Engineering. He has worked for WSDOT, and has
owned several businesses, but he retired in the spring of 2014. His photography started
in 2011 with the purchase of his first DSLR. He now shoots a Nikon D810 and has built
a small studio in his garage for portrait work. Gary first became involved with the
Olympia Camera Club as a guest of Tom Blankenship. Welcome, Gary! I’m very
excited to have you on-board. (no pun intended)
I know winter can be a challenging time for photographers who generally like to shoot
outdoors, but the holidays present lots of opportunities to shoot colorful lights and
happy children, so keep that camera gear at the ready and let’s see some nice holiday
pics posted to your Flickr and the OCC Facebook Group in the coming weeks.
Happy Trails,
Colleen Easley

Page - 2- Issue 12, December, 2014 - Shutterbug Times Volume 79

Olympia Camera Club Board Minutes
December 2, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m.
Mekong Restaurant, Olympia
Persons Present: President Colleen Easley, Vice
President Gary Wells, Secretary Judy Mason,
Treasurer John Damito, Wes Kirkpatrick, Terri and
Frank Townsend, Dale Easley, Michael and Peggy
Ireland
November Minutes: The minutes were accepted
as they appeared in the Nov. 2014 Newsletter.

Treasurers Report:
Starting Balance (11/1/14) $1,257.84
DEPOSITS
2014 Dues
$32.68
Total Deposits
+ $32.68
EXPENSES
Adobe Systems $10.87
Office Supplies $13.05
Total Expenses

-$23.92

Ending Balance (11/30/14) $1,266.60
----------------------------------

Savings Balance (11/30/14) $1,380.56
General and Advanced Group Meetings for this
month will be replaced by the OCC Holiday
Potluck at Edge Lake Mobile Home Park on
Dec. 16th at 6:00 pm.
Exciting general meeting programs are coming up
in 2015. Gary reported that Dennis Brock Schmidt,
a retired Navy photographer who now enjoys
shooting a wide range of diverse subjects, will be
the speaker on January 27th. John Cornicello is the
featured presenter on February 24th. John is a
Seattle photographer who has photographed well
known people including Bill Gates, Paul Allen and
Steve Balmer among others.
Fundamentals Group: On Dec. 9th in Pod A at
Capital High School Gene Pardee will speak about
shooting images with available light.

Equipment: To make sure presenters are not
missing essential equipment components persons
picking up the equipment from Frank Townsend's
home are asked to take the entire cart and be sure to
return needed items to the cart afterward. Gene
Pardee has prepared a content list to be kept with
the cart. It was agreed that the equipment cart
should be taken to every meeting regardless of
expected need.
Webmaster: In order to gain access for editing on
the OCC website board members must now go
through a two part authentication process. After a
board member signs in an e-mail will be
automatically sent with a link to click that will
allow connection.
Social Programs/Field Trips:
The December field trip will be on Dec. 6 at the
Ft. Nisqually Old Fashioned Christmas Replication
and the Zoo Lights display at the Pt. Defiance Zoo.
Several future field trip ideas were discussed,
including going to the Oak Creek Wildlife Refuge
off Highway 12 near Yakima to photograph elk and
big horn sheep at their feeding times (possibly in
January weather permitting), riding the gondola to
the top of Crystal Mt., visiting the Parrot Preserve
in Woodinville maybe in March and the Busek Auto
Museum in Galvin (near Centralia) in late spring.
Membership: Mike Newman and Bruce Livingston
joined OCC in November. Colleen reported 105
OCC members. 2015 membership cards will arrive
as PDFs via e-mail to be printed out at home. Any
dues paid from December 1st forward will be
counted as 2015 dues.
NWCCC: A letter has been sent to the 21 member
camera club units inviting each president and a
representative to participate in a meeting about
whether to let this group of 70 years duration
continue, perhaps in new ways that are better suited
to the present digital world, or to let it die. At
present the NWCCC has no elected leadership.
Once the meeting is scheduled, Colleen Easley,
Frank Townsend and Wes Kirkpatrick will attend.
Wes made a motion that the OCC pay the $20
NWCCC 2015 annual dues, which Frank seconded
and the board approved.
NWCCC Traveling Prints: It was decided that

Page - 3- Issue 12, December, 2014 - Shutterbug Times Volume 79
when we vote on the next batch of traveling prints
we will continue to vote for 3 color images, but
allow only 1 vote for black and white since the
latter category has had so few entries. Jodi will be
asked to show the first, second and third winning
color images and the winning black and white
image prior to the end of the meeting on the day
we vote.
NPPNW: The April 2015 semi-annual meeting
will be held somewhere in the Portland, OR area.
PSA: Wes will investigate whether members of
our club can participate in print and digital
competition sponsored by the PSA should the
NWCCC decide to disband.
Thurston Co. Fair: There will be a new category
for panorama prints. Frank will submit the new
rules to the Fair organizers this next week.
Old Business: Frank moved and Gary Well
seconded a motion that the OCC to sign a new
contract with the webmaster, Colleen Easley. The
motion was approved.

New Business:
1. Colleen announced she is going to start a 52
week photo challenge in January for the club
members. The Word of the Week will be
e-mailed each Friday night along with instructions
for the project. Members will be encouraged to
post their weekly photos to a specially created
Flickr group.
2. Colleen asked that over the next few months
officers write up a brief job description for their
position as well as procedures on how they
accomplish their responsibilities. This will serve
as a guide to new people who are elected to OCC
offices in the future.
3. 2015 OCC annual membership dues need to be
paid to John Damito by January 31, 2015, thereby
enabling the board to plan a realistic budget for
next year. In January the treasurer will submit a
summary of the club's 2014 income and expenses.
4. Gary Wells suggested a new community
outreach project which he and Wes will further

explore.
5. Colleen brought up the idea of the OCC
members participating in a gallery hanging at the
Washington Dept. of Corrections cafeteria some
time this spring.
The meeting was adjourned (Wes Kirkpatrick so
moved and Terri Townsend seconded the motion)
at 8:18 pm.
It should be noted that while next month's OCC
board meeting will be held at the Mekong
Restaurant, because of a conflict with the
Legislature, the February, March and April 2015
board meetings will be held at a yet to be
determined alternate location.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Mason, Secretary

FINAL NOTICE ON THE ANNUAL
by Frank Townsend

The deadline for registering for the 2014 OCC
Annual
is
at
the
Holiday Party on
December 16. The Annual is a great way for
members to share an example of their work from
the last year. So far the sign up is a little low so I'm
hoping to see more as the deadline draws near. I've
heard some members express concern that their
images are not good enough or other reasons for not
sharing, horse feathers! I had similar ideas my first
time, but I've learned that our club is appreciative of
everyone's work and that there is no one in the club
whose images are not worth sharing. So put aside
all negative thoughts and sign up. I want to see
your images and I want to see you at the assembly
party.
Information on how to prepare your image and on
the assembly party appear elsewhere in the
newsletter. Please check that article.
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Fundamentals Meeting
December 9, 2014
6:30 p.m.
Capital High School—Pod A
This month Gene Pardee will teach us about techniques to get the best images out of our equipment in low
light situations. Natural lighting, beautiful color, and exciting subjects are the rewards of existing-light
photography. In many low light situations people will use flash or simply put their camera away, but most
scenes can be captured with your handheld camera.
Holiday time is the perfect time to practice your low light skills. Christmas lights abound and there are lots
of cozy scenes around our homes. So please join us as Gene shares his low light secrets.
In January, we will be watching and discussing the field trip portion of the Frans Lanting course taught last
month on Creative Live. This excellent segment has some great tips on how to adjust composition and
exposure when shooting wildlife from a confined position. Bring your favorite wildlife/landscape tips along
with a favorite piece of equipment for show and tell.
In February, Charis Wilson will take us through her journey as she has learned how to take sharp action
photos of the Sounders. She will be discussing her exposure, composition, and equipment lessons learned
and where she hopes to go in the future.

Advanced Photography Group
December 16, 2014
6:30 p.m.
Edge Lake Community Center
NOTE: There will not be an advanced photography meeting this month in lieu of the OCC Holiday Party
which is being held on the same date and location. Please see the holiday party information on the following
page of this newsletter. Thank you. Regular APG meetings will resume in January.
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Annual Holiday Party
By Linda Pardee

Save the Date:
December 16, 2014 6:00 PM
Olympia Camera Club Holiday Party
Edge Lake Mobile Home Park
Community Center
3938 21st Ave. SE
Lacey, Washington 98503
Set up: 5:30 PM and Dinner 6:30PM

Sign up for your potluck dish here: http://vols.pt/yyiZQE
If you have signed up already, but haven’t told us what you’re bringing, please go to the signup page again,
click the + sign to the left of the item you’re bringing and leave a comment to say what your dish will be.
Instead of White Elephant gifts this year, pick out and print one of your favorite images of the past year, put
it in a folder, a frame, or any other means of displaying it and we will trade photos. Photos should be
wrapped.
I will need 4-6 volunteers to be there at 5:30 to help set up tables and help get ready; I will also need
4-6 volunteers to help clean up and put tables away.
Please call me at 360-918-8037 or e-mail me at Linda@EGP-Photo.com if you have any questions.
We hope to fill the room with Holiday Cheer, good fellowship and fun. I plan on seeing you all there!
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Fifty Two Week Challenge
by Colleen Easley

For 2015 I’m organizing a 52 week photo challenge for the Olympia Camera Club. There will be a theme
word emailed to members at midnight every Friday night starting January 2nd, so you’ll have Saturday
through the next Friday to take a photo that represents the theme and then post it to our 2015 Challenge
GROUP on Flickr at https://www.flickr.com/groups/2015-challenge/ If you choose to take the challenge,
please join the group now and starting in January, post one image per week, titled with the theme word it
represents.
It’s not a competition. It is just something fun to do every week and it also tests your creative thinking and
imagination. Your participation is completely optional, and if you miss a week or two, no one’s going to
scold you, but I think you’ll enjoy challenging yourself each week. You can use any camera you wish even your cell phone. Just try to post to the Flickr Group in the week that the word is in effect. By the end
of the year, we should have a pretty nice collection of images!
If you don’t have a Flickr account but want to participate, please consider signing up for one at Flickr.com.
I’ve written a tutorial for you to download here:
http://www.olympiacameraclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/How-to-Use-Flickr.pdf
I hope you’ll join me and other OCC members and have fun with the challenge, but if you don’t want to
participate and you’d rather be removed from the Word of the Week (WoW) emails, just respond to one of
the emails and we’ll take your name off the list.
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Announcing the Year 2014
Olympia Camera Club
Annual!
Every year, OCC members get together to assemble a permanent collection of their recent photographic
work. We do this by publishing our Annual, a booklet to which we all contribute our photographs. There is a
copy of the Annual published for each contributor so each person gets a copy to keep. We have found these
books to be excellent keepsakes and inspirations. We will assemble the book at a gathering at the Edgelake
Park Community Center, accompanied by a “finger food” lunch. We would encourage you to get involved
in this enjoyable activity. It provides a good deal of fun, a collection of your colleagues’ work and a look at
where we all were, photographically, in 2014. The details are as follows:
The Annual
Each Annual is made up of one image from each participating OCC member in good standing. Participation
is voluntary, of course. It’s nice but not required that the images were created during 2014. Images may be
created by any photo process, film and/or digital, and may be any size from a snapshot to a maximum of
8 1/2 x11 inches. Each participant provides one print per book so if there were 20 participants, there would
be 20 books, each with one print from each participant. Binding costs will be $5.00 per book. This is up
again from last year.
Deadline
Members who wish to participate must declare their interest via e-mail directly to Frank
at frank_townsend@comcast.net or verbally at the OCC holiday party on December 16. The end of the
holiday party will be the deadline for declaring and we will announce the final count at the end of the party.
We will also publish this number to all declared participants.
Publishing Party
The publishing party will be on Saturday, January 10 at Noon at the Edgelake Park Community Center,
3928 21st Ave. SE, Lacey. This is party time! Each participant brings their favorite snack, providing us with
a “finger food” lunch and an excellent opportunity to become acquainted with other members. In the event
you are unable to attend, you may deliver your prints to Frank before the 10th or send them with another
member. Please provide the name of the person who will be present to assemble your Annual for you.
Note: Because we permanently assemble the Annual, all books must contain their complete contents at the
party. It is difficult to add or exchange images with those already included in the binder, so a fully
completed Annual, ready for binding is our goal! Please assure that your prints are at the publishing party,
ready for assembly on or before the assembly date.
The Prints
Option 1: Mount on Paper Pages
Photos can be mounted on 8 1/2 by 11 pages with titles, etc. The
preferred paper is 24 pound bond or similar. Please create your own
pages and mount your prints, ready to bind before the party. You may
use materials, colors, etc. of your choice. In that way you can control
the placement of the print and information you want included on your
page. When mounting, allow a 1/2 to 3/4 inch extra margin ("gutter")
along the left hand (long) edge of the page for binding. Archival
mounting materials are preferred.
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Option 2: Prints Done Directly on 8 1/2 x 11 Photo Paper

You can bring prints that are done directly on 8 1/2 x 11 photo paper. We will bind these into the books with
no need for other materials. When printing, allow a 1/2 to 3/4 inch extra margin ("gutter") along the left
hand (long) edge of the page for binding.
Note 1:
Regardless of printing method or binding method, please assure your prints are dry and free of any adhesive
residue or substances that would harm other prints in the book.
Note 2:
Please endeavor to get your prints completed well before the party. In years past, last-minute print orders
from Costco and others have gone awry preventing some folks’ images from be included in the book so
allow for possible delays and errors in your prints.
Note 3:
Most folks like to place the title and the name of the maker of the images somewhere on the mounting
(Option 1) or in the print itself (Option 2).
If you have any questions, please call Frank at 705-1349 or e-mail him
at frank_townsend@comcast.net.

Membership Dues
by Colleen Easley

It’s that time of year that we ask member’s to renew their Olympia Camera Club memberships. For 2015
dues remain a bargain at just $20 per individual and $35 per couple. We also offer a student rate of just $15.
There are three ways you can pay your dues.
1. Give your dues to our Treasurer (or any other officer) at any meeting starting with the Holiday Party on
December 16.
2. Mail your check to Olympia Camera Club - PO Box 13333, Olympia, WA 98508
3. Use the PayPal link on the Membership page of the club’s website. (Note: dues are slightly higher when
paid via PayPal in order to cover our PayPal fees)
We encourage your renewal as soon as possible so we can generate a reasonably accurate budget for 2015.
In order to maintain your membership status and access to the website Member’s Only Area, your dues are
payable by January 31, 2015.
Thank you for your support.
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Member Directory
by Colleen Easley

If you’re an OCC member I hope you have explored the Member’s Only Area of the OCC website. Each
member has been issued a username and password that allows them to access the Member’s Area. If you
have lost your password, please email the webmaster@olympiacameraclub.org and request a new password
so you can get into that area and explore.
One thing you’ll find in the Member’s Area is a PDF version of our Membership Directory. Each member’s
name, email and phone number is listed. I’ve also tried to include a photo of each member, but you’ll find
that many photos are missing. If your name has a generic avatar next to it instead of your smiling face,
please help us complete the directory by submitting your photo to webmaster@olympiacameraclub.org The
next publishing date for the directory will be February 1st.

VIEW ELK FEEDING!
by Frank Townsend

Set Saturday, January 24 aside for a trip over White Pass to
view (and photograph) hundreds of Elk at the Oak Creek
Wildlife feeding station. The Oak Creek Wildlife Area covers
64,200 acres in Yakima and Kittitas counties, about 15
miles northwest of Yakima. The Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) first acquired land in the area in
1940 to provide a home for the growing Yakima elk herd that
was conflicting with private landowners, orchard growers and
livestock producers. The area now has a winter feeding program that has helped to reduce damage to
agricultural lands and also provides a great opportunity to see elk up close. A second nearby site is used as
a feeding station for Big Horn Sheep.
We are planning to leave from the Cooper Point Landing parking lot, near 5 Guys Burgers on Cooper Point
Road at 7:30 AM for the drive over White Pass (Highway 12). Hopefully we will arrive early enough for
the Big Horn Sheep feeding, then we will move to the Elk Station. We may be able to ride in one of their
trucks into the center of the field while the animals are present. Each car in the caravan should have the
Washington Discovery Pass. Bring along a light lunch or snack, we will make a dinner stop on the way
home. More details will be in the January Newsletter.

NOTE: The photographer of the elk image is unknown. Image was imported from a Microsoft Publisher clip art file.
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Ask Tim Grey
Today's Question
How do feel about setting the ISO to Automatic and letting the camera set the ISO?
Tim's Answer:
I'm don't really care for the "Auto ISO" setting available on many cameras, but I would be the first to admit
that this really relates to my own personal preference. The reality is that an Auto ISO setting can actually
be very helpful, and with a bit of thought won't lead to any significant problems.
The main reason I tend to avoid Auto ISO is that it provides one more "moving part" when it comes to
exposure. Because I am generally trying to do my best to minimize the ISO setting in order to minimize
noise, I prefer to be a bit more deliberate when it comes to changing the ISO setting.
Of course, if you are in a situation where a given ISO setting is going to prove inadequate, you're probably
going to know it. For example, on a bright sunny day photographing a subject in full sun, the Auto ISO
setting would not trigger an increase in the ISO setting under normal circumstances.
It is when you are facing a challenge of low light levels, and especially when low light levels are combined
with a desire to achieve considerable depth of field, that the ISO setting starts to become a serious issue.
Under those circumstances, I think it is perfectly reasonable to use the Auto ISO setting so the camera can
further refine the overall exposure settings for you based on the current conditions.
That said, I'm too much of a control freak to really let the camera do that extra work for me. In many cases
I might use the Aperture Priority exposure mode, for example, allowing the camera to adjust the shutter
speed as needed based on my metering of the scene. However, in that situation the aperture is fixed (though
I can obviously change it at any time) and I prefer to also keep the ISO setting fixed (again, unless I
explicitly choose to change the ISO setting). In other words, there is only one setting the camera is
changing for me, and I am in control of the other exposure settings.
Under challenging lighting conditions I will often switch to the Manual exposure mode, so that none of the
exposure settings will change without a specific action on my part. Again, this is in large part because I
prefer to be in direct control of the exposure settings, with minimal exceptions. That said, if you understand
how the Auto ISO setting works for your camera, and you monitor all three exposure settings (lens
aperture, shutter speed, and ISO) while photographing, I think it is perfectly reasonable to use the Auto ISO
option if you find it more convenient.

Tim Grey's articles are reprinted with permission. You can subscribe to the free Ask Tim Grey
eNewsletter at AskTimGrey.com
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December 2014
Olympia Camera Club Monthly Meetings
The Fundamentals of Photography Group
Monthly on the Second Tuesday of the Month
Capital High School—POD A
December 9, 2014 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Meeting Topic: Low light photography
Contact, Rosalind Philips, Fundamentals Chair

The Advanced Photographers Group (APG)
Monthly on the Third Tuesday of the Month
December 16, 2014 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Edge Lake Mobile Home Park - Community Center, 3928 21st Ave SE, Lacey
Meeting Topic: NO APG MEETING—IN LIEU OF OUR HOLIDAY PARTY
Contact, Scott Wood, APG Chair

Koffee Klatch Meet up, Every Other Wednesday Morning
from 9:00 am to 11:00 am
Panera’s Bakery, 2525 Capitol Mall Drive SW, Westside of Olympia
Open discussions about photography and other topics of interest.
Contact, Wes Kirkpatrick at wesk67@gmail.com, Koffee Klatch Chair

General Meeting
Monthly on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month
There will be no December general meeting. Meetings will resume on the
normal schedule in January.
Contact, Contact, Colleen Easley, President

Monthly Business Meeting, First Tuesday of the Month
January 6, 2015, from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Meeting at Mekong Restaurant (Downtown Olympia, 125 Columbia St. NW)
Open to all. Join us before the meeting for dinner at 6:00 pm if you would like.
Contact, Colleen Easley, President
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Olympia Camera Club
PO Box 13333
Olympia, WA 98508-3333
Memberships with

Committee Chairs
Community Liaison
Wes Kirkpatrick
wesk67@gmail.com
Equipment Custodian
Gene Pardee
gene@egp-photo.com
NWCCC Traveling Prints
Jodi Cox
coxtribe@comcast.net
Social Programs
Frank Townsend
Frank_townsend@comcast.net
Webmaster
Colleen Easley

Advanced Photography Group
Scott Wood

Fundamentals of Photography
Rosalind Philips

Newsletter Editor
Teri Dean

NWCCC Liaison
Wes Kirkpatrick
wesk67@gmail.com

PSA Representative
Frank Townsend
Frank_townsend@comcast.net
Thurston County Fair
Terri Townsend
Frank_townsend@comcast.net

Scavenger Hunt
Rosalind Philips
RosalindPhilips@comcast.net

