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President’s Corner  
 
From time to time I am asked “what 
kind of photography do you do.” I never 
seem to have a response to this. I have 
been taking pictures for my own pleas-
ure for many years but have never fall-
en in love with any one discipline 
enough to stick with it for any length of 
time. 
 
Don’t get me wrong, I love all sorts of 
photography and the click of the shutter 
is music. But I do think how one ap-
proaches photography has a lot to do 
with how a person approaches life. I see 
amazing images taken by photographers 
who planned for months and traveled to 
the ends of the earth to get a shot. I am 
happy for them but that has never been 
what photography is to me. 
  
For me photography has always been 
most rewarding when capturing the un-
expected beauty and random thrill that 
you find in everyday life. 
 

I do plan many of my shots such as as-
tro and seascapes but the best feeling is 
when you stumble onto something real-
ly cool on a walk and the one lens you 
have with you just happens to be the 
right one. 
 
So please don’t stop going after that 
shot you can visualize in your head but 
do grab your camera on the way out of 
the door for a walk. You might surprise 
yourself and I may someday figure out 
what kind of photography I do. 
 
 
 
                                  Ed Tromble 

Dates to Remember 
   Club meetings will be virtual on Zoom except for Practical will be hybrid 

  
March 

April 
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12 March Practical Photography 
14 March Koffee Klatch 
16 March Westport Field Trip 
21 March General Meeting 
26 March Member Sharing 
28 March Koffee Klatch 

2   April Board Meeting 
4   April Articles and Image due for Newsletter 
6   April Field Trip Sequim Area 
9   April Practical Photography 
11 April Koffee Klatch 
18 April General Meeting 
23 April Member Sharing 
25 April Koffee Klatch 
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Monthly Meetings 

Our Practical Photography meeting is now a hybrid meeting  
General and Member Sharing meetings are virtual  

taking place using Zoom  
 

The Zoom link is available on the OCC Website in the  
Members Only Area - Zoom Link  

Practical Photography 
March 12, 2024 

7-9 pm 
 

Abstract Images 
Discussion Panel: Rosalind Philips, Susan Bradley, and Dennis Plank 

 
The Abstract Images category was added to the Thurston County Fair Photography Exhibit last 
year and had a very reasonable number of entries.  There was some concern over what constitut-
ed an abstract image and some of the other categories needed better definitions, so a group of 
camera club members met last fall to hash out the definitions. 
 
We’ll be presenting the fair definition of Abstract Photography as well as a selection of other 
people’s and organizations’ definitions with examples pulled from the files of the panel members 
and others that demonstrate various aspects of and techniques for creating this kind of image. 
 
We will also have discussions of how to create abstract images both in the field and demonstrations on how to create 
them in post processing. 
                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                               Gene Pardee, Coordinator                                                                                                      

Member Sharing Night 
March 26, 2024 

7-9pm 
 

Silhouette is the theme Member Sharing Night. Your subject will be a black shape against a 
well exposed background.  Shooting towards the sun can create great silhouettes. With 
proper lighting it can be done in still-life images too. See you at 7 pm on the Olympia Cam-
era Club Zoom channel. 
 
 
                            Don Dimitris, Coordinator 

General Meeting 
March 21, 2024 

7-9pm 
 

Join professional wildlife photographer Liron Gertsman for a virtual exploration of the Pacific 
Northwest's coastal ecosystems above and below the surface, featuring the stories behind his 
photographs of the annual salmon run and spectacular bird and wildlife gatherings that follow 
suit.  To learn more about our speaker see page 8. 
 

         Dennis Plank, Coordinator 
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Spring 2024 Meeting of NPPNW 
by Gerald Pumphery 

 
The Spring 2024 meeting of the Na-
ture Photographers of the Pacific 
Northwest (NPPNW) will be held 
on Saturday, April 6 in Vancouver, 
Washington at Clark College.  
 
Doors will open at 8:30 am, and the 
program will begin at 10 am. 
 

Heidi Walker of Everett, Washington will be the guest 
speaker.  Her topic for the morning program will be enti-
tled, “Getting Personal:  How to find your personal pho-
tography project and why you should.”  In the afternoon, 
Heidi will present a program on “The Intimate For-
est:  Exploring my love of the PNW forests through pho-
tography.”  Her work can be viewed at HTTP://
www.hiwalkerphoto.com/ 
 
Advance Camera will offer camera sensor, camera body, 
and lens cleaning at reduced prices. 
 
Meeting registration information and submission criteria 
for print and digital image competitions are available 
at NPPNW.org (http://NPPNW.org) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCC Field Trip to Westport, WA 
March 16, 2024 

10:30 am – 4:30 pm 
Trip Leader: Pam Hoaglund 

 
In September 2021 we did a 
scavenger hunt field trip to 
Westport. Those of us that at-
tended had a great time and 
with a scavenger hunt list in 
hand explored Westport. So, I 
thought it would be fun to do 
another scavenger hunt in West-
port. This will be a rain or shine 
field trip unless it is torrential 
rain or severe weather warn-
ings. 

 
We will meet up in Westport at 10:30 at float four (4). I 
will have copies of the scavenger hunt list in case you 
forgot to write the list down from this article. We will 
spend the morning wandering the floats and around 
Westport looking for items on the list to photograph. It 
will probably be too chilly to eat a picnic lunch but feel 
free to bring your own lunch and eat at your leisure. 
There are also several good restaurants to have lunch at 
in Westport. 
 
After lunch we will head to the beach at either Westport 
Light State Park or near the Grays Harbor Lighthouse. In 
either place you will need a Discovery Pass. 
 
Scavenger Words: 
1. Reflection 
2. Blue boat or something 
blue 
3. Anchor 
4. Waterfowl 
5. Rust 
6. Fishing gear 
7. Something on the beach 
8. Something found on a 
fishing/crabbing boat 
9. People on the beach 
10. Something from the 
sea (shells, bull kelp, sea 
trash, etc) 
 
If you have any questions, 
please contact me 
at pamhoag46@gmail.com 
 

 

http://nppnw.org/
mailto:pamhoag46@gmail.com
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Washington State Spring Fair 
Deadline March 20, 2024 

by Susan Bradley 

 
Each year the Tacoma Photographic Society invites lo-
cal photographers to compete in the TPS Annual Spring 
Fair Photo Competition.  All entries are judged by local 
professional photographers and are displayed at the 
Washington State Spring Fair in April, located in 
Puyallup, WA.  This competition accepts printed images 
only.  Projected images and illustrations are not al-
lowed.  All parts of the photos must be the sole work of 
the photographer and made in camera including images 
used for composites.  All editing must be done by the 
photographer. 
 
During the Washington State Spring Fair, April 11-14 
and 18-21, all the entered photography images are dis-
played by the Tacoma Photographic Society.  Now 
would be a great time to look for images and get them 
ready. It is up to the entrant to ensure his or her prints 
are delivered to one of the locations prior to the deadline 
prior to 5:00 pm, Wednesday, March 20, 2024.  All 
prints entered into the contest will be displayed. 

This is your opportunity to put your work on display at 
the fair, and to become a prize-winning photographer.  
To find out more about the contest, the rules and to 
download an entry form please follow the link below. 
 
https://www.tacomaphoto.org/d/319b41c9-7ddb-498a-
a786-a981df5ddb97 

2024 Phototunities 
by Jeff Martin 

 
Olympia Public Art (map and public art thumbnails) 
Art in Olympia (arcgis.com)  
 
Bloedel Reserve (tickets must be purchased in advance – 
no walk-ups) 
https://bloedelreserve.org/  
 
Mount Rainier National Park  
Timed entry reservations required May 24 through Sept. 
2, 7 am – 3 pm 
https://www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/timed-entry-
reservations.htm  
 
Wings Over Water Northwest Birding Festival  
March 15 – 17  
https://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/about-
festival/birding-stations  
 
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival April 1 – 30 
https://tulipfestival.org/  
 
91st Annual Daffodil Festival Grand Floral Parade  
April 6 in four cities 
https://thedaffodilfestival.org/events/daffodil-parade/  
 
Daffodil Marine Parade Apil 16 
https://thedaffodilfestival.org/events/parades/maritime-
parade/  
 
Arts Walk Olympia Festival April 26-27  
https://www.artswalkoly.com/ and https://oly-wa.us/
procession/  
 Luminary Procession April 26 @ 8:30 pm 
 Procession of the Species April 27 @ 4:30 pm 
 
Hulda Klager Lilac Days April 20 – May 12 
https://lilacgardens.com/info/lilac-days/ 
 
 
 

https://www.tacomaphoto.org/d/319b41c9-7ddb-498a-a786-a981df5ddb97
https://www.tacomaphoto.org/d/319b41c9-7ddb-498a-a786-a981df5ddb97
https://olympiawa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=5060b4a7a08547db88b3071118158f0b
https://bloedelreserve.org/
https://www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/timed-entry-reservations.htm
https://www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/timed-entry-reservations.htm
https://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/about-festival/birding-stations
https://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/about-festival/birding-stations
https://tulipfestival.org/
https://thedaffodilfestival.org/events/daffodil-parade/
https://thedaffodilfestival.org/events/parades/maritime-parade/
https://thedaffodilfestival.org/events/parades/maritime-parade/
https://www.artswalkoly.com/
https://oly-wa.us/procession/
https://oly-wa.us/procession/
https://lilacgardens.com/info/lilac-days/
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April Field Trip to 
Sequim Area Birding and Beaches 

April 6, 2024 
9:30 am – 5 pm 

by Peg Hanson 
 
Field Trip Leader:  Peggy (aka Peg) Hanson 
 
While Sequim is noted for lavender meadows and sun-
shine, it’s also the home to many birds, notably raptors, 
shorebirds, songbirds, and elk. Because of that, Sequim 
hosts great bird and wildlife photography opportunities, 
so I hope you’ll consider the drive from Olympia to be 
well worth your time and effort. Note that I am not a 
“birder” but a bird photographer. Therefore, I suggest in-
stalling/using birding apps on your phone to help identify 
uncommon species. 
 
When: Saturday, April 6, 9:30 am 
– 5:00 pm, rain or shine.  
Considering the distance from 
Olympia to Sequim, attendees may 
want to use the info below and vis-
it at their own pace, or even stay 
an additional day. Lodging is 
available in Sequim via a Google 
search and on AirBnB. Camping is 
also available at Dungeness Recre-
ation Area through Clallam Coun-
ty Parks. 
 
Meeting Place: the entryway to John Wayne Marina, 
2577 W Sequim Bay Rd, Sequim. 
 
Entry Fee: $3, without a Federal Interagency Pass, if you 
plan to visit the National Wildlife Refuge and/or walk to 
the spit. Bring a WA State Discover Pass as well. 
 
Carpool: PLEASE carpool. The smaller number of vehi-
cles we have the better as we will be meandering through 
many parts of Sequim to locate birds/wildlife. Jim and I 
can transport three by SUV and three in a RAM 1500, 
extended cab. (Beware of deer in drainage ditches next to 
the roadways and that cell service is intermittent in some 
areas of Sequim. Maps and my cell phone number will be 
provided when we meet). 
 
Parking: parking is free at all 
of our stops and no permits 
are required. 
 
Refreshments/lunch: bring 
water and consider bringing 
food and snacks to avoid stop-
ping for lunch. 

Wear: dress in layers, bring rain and camera gear protec-
tors, hiking boots and cold weather gear. You may be 
shooting from your vehicle so bring a long lens and a 
bean bag, towel, or pillow to brace your lens when taking 
photos. 
 
Tripods: there are no restrictions other than the limited 
spaces on roadways 
 
Facilities: There are pit toilets (PT) at several locations 
but no trash cans at most of our stops. Pack out what you 
bring in. 
 
Tide predictions for April 6 and 7: 
https://www.tidetime.org/north-america/united-states/
sequim-calendar-apr.htm 
 
April 6: low tide - 9:07 am 
PDT, 3.68 ft; high tide - 2:25 
pm, 6.85 ft 
April 7: low tide - 9:46 am 
PDT, 2.22 ft; high tide - 3:38 
pm, 7.21 ft 
 
Stops we’ll make: 
 
John Wayne Marina – here we’ll scan the shoreline for 
herons, kingfishers, mergansers, cormorants, oyster 
catchers, red-tailed hawks, and eagles. Water reflections 
and landscape shots are possible too of course. Restrooms 
are available here. 
 
Schmuck Road – this is a favorite location for our resi-
dent elk herd and the view of Hurricane Ridge in the dis-
tance can make for some great landscapes, as well as 
wildlife shots. We will park along the roadway next to 
drainage ditches to view them, so caution is highly ad-
vised. Pull over to the side as much as possible to allow 
other vehicles to pass. Elk are easily spooked by loud 
voices, noises, and any advances you make towards them. 
Move slowly to prevent frightening them. 
 
Marilyn Nelson County Park at Pt. Williams – 2499 
Port Williams Road, Sequim. This park hosts a view of 
Protection Island and Mt. Baker and the Cascades to the 
east and walking 
beaches to the north 
and south. Adjacent 
cliffs are nesting sites 
for pigeon guillemots, 
while marbled murre-
lets, murres, loons, 
brants and puffins are 
seen along the shore 

(Continued on page 7) 

https://www.tidetime.org/north-america/united-states/sequim-calendar-apr.htm
https://www.tidetime.org/north-america/united-states/sequim-calendar-apr.htm
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here as well. Rather than walk it, we’ll check for species 
then move on. (PT) 
 
Jamestown Beach – at low tide this half mile beach 
along the shores of the Strait of Juan de Fuca can be a 
great spot to photograph shorebirds, raptors, and nesting 
songbirds in the inland row of trees. We will park behind 
the Sunny Shores Cabana (my Homeowners Associations 
building), at the corner of Jamestown Rd and Serpentine 
Ave. (Unannounced closure of the beach for duck hunters 
is possible, but not probable). Mt. Baker is viewable 
across the Strait. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-Crabs Beach – 5298 Sequim-Dungeness Way (at the 
cul-de-sac). This is a great marshy area for northern har-
riers and a variety of shorebirds including herons, dow-
itchers, sandpipers, dunlins, and godwits, along with ea-
gles and falcons. And there’s a short path to the beach for 
a view of the New Dungeness Lighthouse, Mt. Baker and 
cruise ships passing by to Alaska. (PT) 
 
Dungeness River Levee Trail – this is a new 2-mile trail 
along a wetland that hosts shorebirds and raptors, e.g., 
falcons, eagles, harriers, and herons. There’s also a nice 
view of Hurricane Ridge in the distance. Rather than 
walk the trail, we’ll check for species then move on. 
 
Dungeness “Landing” County Park and Marine 
Drive – I personally photographed over 20 eagles at the 
Landing one morning but more often, there are two, ei-
ther perched on the pilings, or on the cliffside above on 
Marine Drive. Our resident pair, Ricky and Lucy, are typ-
ically on the nest on Marine Drive in April and hopefully 
they will be waiting to entertain us. Their nest is low as 
opposed to the others in our area, but still requires a long 
lens if you want more intimate shots. Restroom facilities 
are at the Landing, as well as ample parking. Marine 
Drive has roadside parking. 
  

Cline Spit County Park – is a short distance from the 
eagle nest and a good spot for eagles, harriers, coyotes, 
terns, and in high winds, windsurfers. (PT) 
 
Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge – a shelter for wa-
terfowl, shorebirds, raptors, river otter, deer, coyotes, and 
other species of wildlife. Here we’ll search for raptors, 
e.g., harriers, kestrels, Cooper’s hawks, and rufous hum-
mingbirds. If time and energy permit, we may walk down 
to the spit and then a small portion of the beach (approx. 
a 1.5-mile walk with a significant decent to the beach), 
and search 
for harle-
quin and 
long-tailed 
ducks, ea-
gles, and 
otters. Re-
strooms are 
available 
here as well 
as PTs. 
 
Dungeness River Center/Railroad Bridge Park – time 
dependent. This is a new facility that allows public ac-
cess to a habitat for eagles, dippers, mergansers, cedar 
waxwings, woodpeckers, creepers, vireos, warblers, and 
other forest birds. The bridge is photogenic too and often 
the focus of many Sequim photographers at Christmas 
time when it’s lit with colorful lights. Restrooms are 
available here. 
 
List of birds to watch for – bald eagles, harriers, kes-
trels, red-tailed hawks, barred owls, common and hooded 
mergansers, pigeon guillemots, murres, loons, brants, 
puffins, rhinoceros auklets, marbled murrelets, surf and 
white-winged scoters, long-tailed ducks, pintails, shovel-
ers, and rufus hummingbirds. 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Call for Landscape, Event  
and Street Photographers 

by Dennis Plank 

Friends of Puget Prairies (FOPP) has asked the Olympia 
Camera Club to provide photographers for Prairie Appre-
ciation Day on Saturday, May 11 at Thurston County’s 
Glacial Heritage Preserve.  People skilled in street and 
event photography are particularly desired.  The photog-
rapher retains copyright of the images but allows Friends 
of Puget Prairies and the Center for Natural Lands Man-
agement (CNLM) to use them for publicity for future 
events and on their websites.  Images should be sent to 
Dennis Plank (dennis.r.plank@gmail.com) by May 21.  
You may either send all your images or curate them your-
self and send a subset. 
 
In addition, FOPP and CNLM would like to acquire per-
mission to use a number of good images of the spring 
bloom at Glacial Heritage-particularly landscape images.  
As the peak bloom does not always coincide with Prairie 
Appreciation Day, interested photographers should con-
tact Dennis Plank at (dennis.r.plank@gmail.com) to ar-
range timing and access to this normally closed site.  The 
peak bloom is usually in the first two weeks of May. 
 
 

Club Members Directory 
by Colleen Easley 

 

Did you know we have a directory of all club members?  
It’s located in the Members Only Area of the website.  
Each entry includes name, phone number, email, a photo, 
and a brief bio about the member.  It would be a good 
idea to look up your entry to be sure the information re-
mains accurate and to see if your profile is missing a pho-
to or the short bio, you can also find a link in the Mem-
bers menu for Edit My Profile.  Please take a minute or 
two to review your directory entry and update it if neces-
sary.  If you have trouble adding a self-portrait, you can 
email the photo to webmaster@olympiacameraclub.org 
and I’ll get it posted for you.  Thanks for helping to keep 
our website up to date. 

General Meeting  

Speaker Liron Gertsman 
submitted by Dennis Plank 

 

You may have seen him on CBC’s “The National”, heard 
his voice on CBC Radio One, or seen his work in publi-
cations such Canadian Geographic magazine, The Guard-
ian, GEO magazine, and others.  
 
Liron Gertsman has been observing and photographing 
the natural world 
continuously since he 
first got his hands on 
a borrowed camera 
and pair of binoculars 
at the age of five. His 
work has been expe-
rienced by millions in 
some of the largest 
museums across the 
world, including the Natural History Museum in London 
and the Smithsonian in Washington DC.  
 
Liron uses his photography and tours to educate on the 
importance of preserving and protecting the natural world 
for the continued health and existence of all who live on 
our planet. As a naturalist and photographer, he feels it is 
his duty to show people the essence of Earth, by thinking 
outside the box to create eye-catching images and unique 
experiences that connect people with nature.  
 
Liron’s work has been widely recognized and awarded, 
sweeping the professional category of the 2022 Audubon 
Photography Awards, winning the grand prize of the 2023 
Audubon Photography Awards, and earning a highly 
commended designation in the prestigious Wildlife Pho-
tographer of the Year competition. Bringing 15 years of 
experience to his tours,  
 
Liron uses his intimate knowledge of British Columbia’s 
bird, wildlife and photography hotspots to craft the best 
experiences possible. 
Liron has ornithologi-
cal training from the 
Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology and Birds 
Canada, and has a bi-
ology degree from the 
University of British 
Columbia. 
 
Website: Vancouver Birding & Photography Tours 
(vancouverbirdingtours.com) 
Email:  lirongertsman@shaw.ca 

mailto:dennis.r.plank@gmail.com
file:///F:/OCC%20Newsletter/Newsletter/March/dennis.r.plank@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@olympiacameraclub.org
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America’s Car Museum 
Field Trip Report 

by Terri Hoselton 
 

At least 12 club members and 
family explored America’s 
car museum during the OCC 
February field trip.  Before 
we headed into the museum, 
trip leader Bill Ballard shared 
some beautiful examples of 
his work from previous trips 
with everyone, giving us im-
aginative ideas to go work 
on. Examples included close 
ups of parts of vehicles, sec-
tions of cars, different angles 
and how editing might turn 
your original capture into 
something else entirely.  Another great idea from club 
member Madeline McIntire was to take a picture of the 
car’s name and info before taking pictures of the car.  
 
I was a little intimidated because I had not taken pictures 
in a museum like that, and I wondered about lighting. I 
am lucky enough to have a couple of options for camera 
and lens choice, what I ended up using the most was my 
Sony A7 VI and a 24-70, 2.8.  This worked out perfectly 
for me.  I also took the occasional picture with my cell 
phone and Olympus Tough (a point and shoot). Both of 
these turned out really well also.  I did try a macro lens, 
but the pictures turned out pretty dark compared to the 
others.   
 
While this is a car museum, there were many other inter-
esting things to photograph including the building itself 
and the sunny view of the city. There was interesting 
lighting that changed throughout the museum, providing 
reflections that were fun to capture and try to make artsy. 
This is a great choice for indoor photography and I even 
learned a thing or two about cars. 
 
To view 
more 
images 
from the 
field trip 
go to 
pages 
23-26. 
 
 

Why Attend Club Field Trips   
by Bill Ballard 

 
Participating in the Olympia Camera Club’s field trips 
can be a rewarding experience. These excursions allow 
photographers to explore their surroundings and improve 
skills while building a sense of community with fellow 
members. 
 
First and foremost, field 
trips provide photographers 
with access to a wealth of 
undiscovered gems in their 
own backyard. Often, we 
tend to overlook the beauty 
and potential of our local 
area. By going on field 
trips, club members are ex-
posed to new and different 
locations, (sometimes old 
locations, with a different 
perspective), prompting cre-
ativity and inspiring their 
photographic vision. From 
landscapes to urban city-
scapes, these outings offer a multitude of opportunities to 
capture unique and compelling images. 
 
Going on field trips allows photographers to learn from 
each other. By engaging with fellow members, we can 
exchange ideas, techniques, and tips. This exchange of 
knowledge makes for better photographers by exposing 
us to different approaches, thus enhancing our skills. 
 
Photography can be a solitary endeavor, often involving 
hours spent alone behind our cameras. Participation in 
club field trips lets us connect in person with like-
minded individuals who share our passion. Through dis-
cussions, critiques, and shared experiences, members 
become part of a mutually supportive network that nur-
tures our growth as photographers. 
 
By practicing in diverse environments through field 
trips, members gain more confidence in their skills and 
acquire a deeper understanding of their equipment. This 
hands-on experience prepares us for various photograph-
ic challenges ahead. 
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PSA 2024 Photo Festival 
Tucson, AZ 

Photo Tours Sept 16 – 18, 2024 
Conference Sept 18 – 21, 2024 

submitted by Pam Hoaglund 

 
PSA’s 85th Annual Photo Festival is being held in Tuc-
son, AZ in September. The conference will be held at the 
Loews Ventana Canyon Resort. You can find all the de-
tails about registration, the pre-conference photo tours, 
conference schedule, speakers and hotel information at 
this link: psa-photo festival. 
 
Online registration begins on April 1, 2024, and closes 
on August 15, 2024. 
On-site registration opens September 15, 2024. 
 
Fees: 
Level 1: $200 - Early Bird Full Conference Member Fee 
(April 1 - April 30, 2024) 
Level 2: $225 - Full Conference Member Registration 
Level 3: $325 - Non-Member Full Registration 
Level 4: $99 - One Day Pass - Wednesday 
Level 5: $99 - One Day Pass - Thursday 
Level 6: $99 - One Day Pass - Friday 
Level 7: $99 - One Day Pass - Saturday 
Level 8: $255 - On-Site Registration for Members 
Not a member?   Join now and save $80.00 on the regis-
tration fee if you register before May 31, 2024. Digital 
membership is only $45.00! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Procession of the Species  
and the Luminary Procession 

by Susan Bradley 

 
The Procession of the Species and the Luminary Proces-
sion are coming back April 26 and 27.  Partnering once 
again with the City of Olympia’s Spring Arts Walk 
Weekend, the Procession will grace the streets with the 
theme, “The Rise of Reflection.” 

 
This is a great street 
photography opportuni-
ty and should not be 
missed by any photog-
rapher who wants to do 
street and people pho-
tography.  People within 
the procession expect to 
be photographed and 
might even pose for a 
second if they spot a 
camera in the crowd.  
More information will 
be coming soon to their 
webpage. 

https://oly-wa.us/procession/ 
 
 

Membership Report 
by Colleen Easley 

 
Our 2024 membership now stands at 122.   We have had 
eight new members join since the first of the year.  
Please welcome: Wendy Allen, George and Linda Axtell, 
Terry Cooper, Jim Hanson, Brian Hornstein, Bill Reyn-
olds, and Cathy Warner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://psa-photo.org/page/photo-festival
https://psa-photo.org/page/join-now
https://oly-wa.us/procession/
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Silhouettes in Photography  
by Rosalind Philips 

 
Let’s start out by distinguishing between shadows and 
silhouettes. A shadow occurs when there is an object be-
tween the light source and a surface. For example, a per-
son on a sunny day can cast a shadow, a dark area, on the 

pavement. A 
silhouette oc-
curs when an 
object has bright 
light behind it. 
For example, 
the dark shape 
of a bird against 
the sunset. 
  

 
 
Keep these tips in mind 
while taking silhouette pic-
tures. 
1. Look for striking back-
light situations such as sun-
set, sunrise, a stormy sky, or 
interesting landscape that 
enables you to tell a story. 

2. Potential subjects are 
people, animals, buildings, 
statutes, fences, or city skylines. 

3. An elevated location can add pizzaz to your image. 
Think of taking pictures of part of roof top from another 
roof. Or even pictures of construction cranes. 

4. Try to add some action to your shot. An image of 
dogs playing or children jumping. 

5. Don’t forget about black and white conversions. 

6. Partial silhouettes, where there is a little definition of 
your subject can also be effective. Bracket your shots 
and you will have this option when culling your shots. 

7. Negative space is your friend. Negative space can 
help to isolate your subject(s). 

8. Remember to do border patrol. Check the frame 
carefully for clutter. 

9. Keep your composition simple. Silhouettes lend 
themselves to minimalist photography. 

10. Use a tripod so you can use a longer shutter speed if 
necessary. 

11. Use spot metering. Most modern cameras will let 
you change how you meter your exposure. The default 
setting for most cameras sets the exposure based on av-
eraging the light across the entire frame. Sony calls this 
Multi, Nikon Matrix, and Canon Evaluative. You want to 
choose Spot and put the spot on the area you want to be 
the best exposed. For silhouettes, this is somewhere in 
the background. 

12. Set your ISO between 100 and 400. The lower, the 
better. 

13. Use manual exposure mode so that you have control 
over both the aperture and shutter speed. 

14. You might find manual focus works better than auto 
focus. Use focus peaking to get the sharpest focus. I usu-
ally use the LCD screen for composing and checking 
focus when taking silhouette images. 

15. Choose a narrow aperture. Use f/11 or higher. The 
goal here is to have the edges of the silhouette to be 
sharp. 

16. Choose a shutter speed so that your exposure meter 
is between -0.3 and -1. This will ensure that your silhou-
etted subject(s) are black. 

17. If you have people or animals in your image, posi-
tion them in a side profile. This way the shape of the 
face and body is obvious. 

If there is more than one silhouetted object in the image, 
leave space between them to accentuate the silhouettes. 

 
References 
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-
photograph-silhouettes/  
https://expertphotography.com/create-spectacular-
silhouette-photography/ 
https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/tutorials/silhouette
-photography-camera-settings 
 

https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-photograph-silhouettes/
https://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-photograph-silhouettes/
https://expertphotography.com/create-spectacular-silhouette-photography/
https://expertphotography.com/create-spectacular-silhouette-photography/
https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/tutorials/silhouette-photography-camera-settings
https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/tutorials/silhouette-photography-camera-settings
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NWCCC Traveling Images 
by Colleen Easley 

 

The voting for the February traveling images has been 
completed for the Northwest Council of Camera Clubs 
Traveling Image competition.  The top images from the 
Mt Baker Camera Club received the following scores:  
Dew Drops - 14 votes.  The following all received 11 
votes: Nesting Hummer, Frozen Bubble, Tough Love, 
and Lovers.  The images are shown below. 
 
In March, we are voting on the images from the Puget 
Sound Camera Club.  You should have already received 
an email with specific links for both the images and the 
voting page, but if you missed it you can go to https://
www.olympiacameraclub.org/nwccc-traveling-images/ 
to find the links for both the images and the voting page.  
The deadline for voting is March 25. 

 

https://www.olympiacameraclub.org/nwccc-traveling-images/
https://www.olympiacameraclub.org/nwccc-traveling-images/
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Romantic Manhattan 
Black and White Travel Photos  

with My iPhone 15 Pro Max 
by Cynthia A Whelan 

 
"You're writing about New York City? What do you 

know about New York?" 
quips my Terrific Traveling 
Partner (my husband, Keith) 
as we sit in the airport 
lounge waiting for our flight 
out of Newark Airport. What 
do I know about New York? 
"I can picture Manhattan 
with my eyes closed." Car 54 
Where Are You? I Love Lu-
cy, That Girl, Bewitched, 
The Odd Couple, Saturday 
Night Live, Law and Order, 
Cosby, Sex in the City, Sein-
feld, The Late Nite Show 
with Johnny Carson, and The 
Daily Show. And oh, the 
movies! Hundreds of films 
taught me about Manhattan. 

Breakfast at Tiffany's, Seven Year Itch, The Apartment, 
Funny Girl, Midnight Cowboy, The Godfather, The Odd 
Couple, Three Days of the Condor, Do the Right Thing, 
Ghostbusters… the list is very long.  My strongest mem-
ories are not from living in or even visiting The Big Ap-
ple. I am a West Coast American through and through, so 
when it comes to New York City, I have been a 100% 
spectator throughout my life, and I learned about New 
York City from reading the New York Times, watching 
hours of television, and watching countless movies.  

 
In Manhattan, 
I'm a traveler, a 
tourist, an out-
sider, and I ad-
mit it. On this 
trip, I embraced 
my non-native 
view of New 
York and went 
on a hunt for the 
things that say 
"Manhattan" to 

me. For starters, New York is strictly photographed in 
black and white. I envy photographers who can capture 
big black-and-white street photography images. I have a 
tough time seeing things in black and white, and I can 
only spend so much time absorbing and observing large 
cities because urban environments frequently overpower 
me. The movement, the walls all around, mobs of people 

moving to so many places, sometimes there is no hori-
zon, and the limiting view of the sky can overwhelm me. 
Yet, I deeply respect big cities. They hold so much histo-
ry, culture, and life. 
 
I traveled with only my new iPhone 15 Pro Max to cap-
ture my slice of the classic romantic illusions of Manhat-
tan.  The New York I grew up with, through television, 
movies, and historic street photography was not photo-
graphed with a phone.  With a strong faith in my current 
technology and my vision, I set my phone on RAW cap-
ture, double-checked my battery, my storage space, and 
affirmed my determination to not let my camera limit my 
imagination. As it turns out, the winter weather gave me 
the conditions I needed to create my vision in black and 
white.  
 
As we got off the train from Newark Airport, one of the 
first landmarks I saw was the Empire State Building. We 
walked through Times 
Square, along Broadway 
and 5th Avenue, and 
ducked in for a short turn 
around the Public Li-
brary.  I wish I had more 
time at The MOMA and 
The Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art. One day at 
each was not enough! A 
mist hung over the East 
River; we walked the 
length of the Brooklyn 
Bridge. The noise of the 
traffic was fierce and 
staggering. How do peo-
ple live with so much 
noise, and it never stops? After a confusing ride on the 
subway, I attended Madame Butterfly at the stunning 
Lincoln Center for Performing Arts, where I cried, even 
though I knew the tragic story very well. The streets 
were filled with advertisements, strange shops selling 
glitter and gold, crowded walkways, foul-smelling street 
vents, concrete, and glass buildings too tall to compre-
hend, and bewildering subway directions; all topped off 
with a layer of cold drizzle from a grey sky. But it was 
also beautiful. I stood in the center of American urban 
civilization.  
 
We grew up with a shared history, even if our connection 
was only through film and literature. And something in 
all of us died as we watched the events unfold on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. At one time or another, all Americans 
have collected a small piece of New York City and 
tucked it away in a personal corner. It isn't always recog-
nizable, but it is always with us. 
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Photography 101 - Lens Hood 
by Susan Bradley 

 
A camera lens hood is an accessory that is often over-
looked, and some photographers think it’s just a piece of 
plastic or metal that attaches to the front of the lens, but 
it can make a huge difference in the quality of your im-
ages.  This simple device is typically cylindrical, or petal 
shaped, and attaches to the front of the lens.  What’s 
more, there’s a range of third-party and aftermarket lens 
hoods that come in all shapes and sizes.  The main pur-
pose of a lens hood is to shade the front of your lens thus 
keeping light from falling across the lens causing un-
wanted flairs which can create a washed out, low con-
trast look.  It can also protect your lens from many dif-
ferent things. 
 
While lens flares can be artistic and create interesting 
effects in photos, they can be distracting. Especially 
when they end up cover-
ing your subject or most 
of your scene.  When lens 
flares and strong glares 
hit your lens, they tend to 
block your view.  Imag-
ine being out on a sunny 
day, and the sun’s angle 
makes your eyes squint. 
Instinctively, you hold your hand up to shield against the 
harshness of that light. A lens hood works in precisely 
the same way.  Glares and flares wash out your image 
and produce discolorations, thus reducing contrast and 
picture quality. With a lens hood, stray light doesn't enter 
the lens and ensures 
that you get a clear 
view of a scene. The 
difference between a 
photo that has been 
taken with a lens hood 
and those without can 
be seen mostly in the 
difference in contrast 
in the image.  
 
Another benefit of the 
lens hood is that it 
adds that extra layer 
of protection to the 
lens. Though a lot of 
photographers have used 
a UV filter or even a lens 
cap to protect the external 
lens, lens hoods provide 
an external layer of pro-
tection against accidental 
impacts, scratches, fingerprints, rain, snow, dust, and 

other debris.  The lens hood could be that extra bit of 
protection if you drop your camera.  There is a good 
chance that the hood will absorb most of the impact.   
 
You can use a lens hood in most circumstances, as they 
benefit most photography setups, but times that they are 
especially useful is when: 
 

• The subject is backlit. 
• Photographing near strong light sources. 
• Shooting near streetlamps, building and car lights. 
• The photoshoot is long and there isn’t time to store 
the camera or put on a protective lens cap. 
• Using an off-camera light source such as an off-
camera flash. 
 
On the other hand, it is important to know when not to 
use a hood lens.  They are not useful when: 
 

• When you want to cre-
ate an artistic effect in your 
photos.  
• The lens is intended for 
a smaller sensor, and it’s 
capturing part of the hood 
in your photos. 
• Using certain filters or 
accessories on your lens, which prevents you from at-
taching a lens hood. 
• The lens hood is catching in the wind and making 
your photos appear blurry. 
• Trying to shoot discreetly.  Lens hoods can make the 
camera look bigger and that can attract a lot of attention. 
• Heat diffraction (see next month’s article). 
 
Lens hoods can take up a surprising amount of space 
when being carried around with your equipment. To 
store compactly, simply reverse the hood on your lens; 
this will reduce the amount of space it takes up. Aside 
from some wide-angle lenses (where it’s built in), nearly 
every shape of hood on the market can be reversed for 
easy transportation.  Now let’s look at lens hood shapes 
and where each is most useful. 
 
Petal (sometimes called tulip) 
lens hoods are uniquely de-
signed to be shorter and have 
curved notches that block out 
light, while increasing the 
frame size offered by wide 
angle lenses and full-frame 
camera sensors.  Petal lens 
hoods have four ‘petals’ so 

(Continued on page 15) 

This lens was dropped from 

about 5 feet.  The lens hood 

took all the damage and saved 

my lens. 
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you can rotate it for optimum performance, and you 
don’t get the lens hood in the frame.  Although they are 
usually not used on long lenses, because there’s still a 
small chance of the hood showing up in your frame. 
They are also used with a wide-angle lens or cameras 
with a full-frame sensor. 
 
Cylindrical lens hoods generally work well in blocking 
stray light and protecting 
your lens. They often accom-
pany a prime or telephoto 
lens. Although they are usu-
ally long, there’s very little 
risk of the hood showing up 
in your frame since the field 
of view becomes smaller 
when you start using longer 
focal lengths.  
 
Square lens hoods are used to block more ambient light. 
They are commonly used with 
wide-angle lenses.  The square 
lens hood effectively blocks 
light without causing vignetting 
on ultra-wide angles that might 
happen with cylindrical lens 
hoods.  It can also be used for 
macro photography as it allows 
for good coverage of the image 
area without being visible.  
 
Rubber lens hoods feature collapsible segments so you 
can easily store them. They can 
also be stretched around the 
front lens element, meaning 
you can use one hood for all of 
your lenses.  In addition, the 
rubber can mold to the window 
to remove the glare on the win-
dow.  
 
Some lens hoods have a release 
button that needs 
to be pressed 
while rotating the 
hood. Look for a 
button on the side 
of the hood or 
near the attach-
ment point on the 
lens. Press and 
hold it while 
turning the hood 

counterclockwise.  The lens hood 
slide door is for polarizer filters, 
so you can turn them more easily 
without removing the hood.   
 
Don’t leave this important tool 
for your photography at home.  It 
can keep your image from being 
washed out, keep the lens flares 
at bay, or just protect your lens.  
So, find those lens hoods you 
stashed away and use them to 
your advantage.  To learn even more about lens hoods 
and see examples of how they can help you check out 
the links below. 
 
https://www.adorama.com/alc/when-to-use-a-lens-hood-
to-improve-your-shots/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCs-jAW7P2w 
https://fstoppers.com/gear/basic-information-about-using
-lens-hood-and-reasons-when-not-use-one-607699 
 
 

(Continued from page 14) 

https://www.adorama.com/alc/when-to-use-a-lens-hood-to-improve-your-shots/
https://www.adorama.com/alc/when-to-use-a-lens-hood-to-improve-your-shots/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCs-jAW7P2w
https://fstoppers.com/gear/basic-information-about-using-lens-hood-and-reasons-when-not-use-one-607699
https://fstoppers.com/gear/basic-information-about-using-lens-hood-and-reasons-when-not-use-one-607699
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Olympia Camera Club Business Meeting 
March 5, 2024,    6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Zoom  
Draft 
 
Officers and Members Present 
Ed Tromble, Dennis Plank, John Damitio, Tammy Man-
deville, Gene Pardee, Linda Pardee, Pam Hoaglund, Su-
san Bradley, Bruce Livingston, Rosalind Philips, Christy 
Sterling, Terri Hoselton, Don Dimitratos and Rene Con-
ger. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ed Trom-
ble at 6:32 pm with a quorum present. 
 
Approval of February Minutes 
Linda Pardee made a motion to approve the minutes of 
the February 6, 2024, Board Meeting. Tammy Mande-
ville seconded the motion. The motion was approved by 
unanimous consent. 
 
Treasurer's Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Committee Reports 
Equipment / Teleconferencing 
No report. 
 
Membership Report 
It was reported that we have four new members. Our to-
tal membership is now 122 members. 
 
President's Report 
Ed Tromble reported that he will reserve the shelter at 
the Squaxin Park (formerly Priest Point Park) for our 
August planning picnic. 

Community Liaison 
Dennis Plank reported that Prairie Appreciation Day is 
May 11, and they are looking for volunteers to photo-
graph the event. They are also looking for landscape 
photographers to photograph the prairie bloom on the 
second Saturday in May. 
 
General Meeting 
Dennis Plank reported this month we will have profes-
sional wildlife photographer Liron Gertsman for a virtual 
exploration of the Pacific Northwest's coastal ecosys-
tems. April will be Sean Bagshaw speaking on Light-
room. 
 
Practical Photography 
Susan Bradley, Rosalind Philips and Dennis Plank will 
discuss the definition of Abstract Photography and how 
it’s specifically defined for the Thurston County Fair.  
 
Member Sharing 
Don Dimitratos reported silhouette is the theme for our 
March Member Sharing Night.  
 
Social Chair 
No report. 
 
OPCC Coordinating Committee 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Newsletter 
Susan Bradley reported she is doing really good. She ap-
preciates all the photos that are being sent in by the new 
members. The photo gallery on the web page was dis-
cussed. 
 
Webmaster 
No report. 
 
Thurston County Fair 
Dennis Plank has sent in the revised exhibitors guide. 
 
Field Trips 
Terri Hoselton reported that 12-15 members went on the 
car museum field trip. March's field trip is  
a scavenger hunt in Westport. April is a field trip in Se-
quim area, and April/May is a field trip to Bottle Beach. 
 
NPPNW 
The spring meeting will be April 6, 2024, in Vancouver 
Washington. The guest speaker will be Heidi Walker. 
 
PSA 
Pam Hoaglund reported the 2024 Photo Festival will be 
in Tucson Arizona, September 18-21, 2024. Registration 

(Continued on page 17) 
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opens April 1, 2024.  Our club has received a 15-year 
certificate from PSA.  A discussion ensued on how long 
we have been a member. 
 
New Business 
 
NWCCC Board meeting Saturday March 9, 
2024. 
Ed Tromble reported the NWCCC board meeting is on 
Saturday. Dennis Plank agreed to attend the meeting. 
Bruce Livingston reported that they need honest and 
practical feedback. The NWCCC is still looking for 
board members and someone to lead the yearly meeting 
or if they can't find anyone the club’s existence will be 
jeopardized.  
 
 

IRS Filing 
John Damitio will be looking into the IRS filing. 
 
Attracting younger members. 
Ed Tromble led a discussion on attracting younger mem-
bers. Reducing student fees, scholarships, community 
outreach were a few of the topics. 
 
PSA 15-year certificate.                                                                                                
OCC received a 15-year certificate from PSA.  A discus-
sion ensued on how to scan it into our records. 
 
Adjournment 
Dennis Plank made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Bruce Livingston seconded the motion. Adjournment was 
approved by unanimous consent at 7:29 pm. 
 
Submitted by Secretary Tamara Mandeville 

(Continued from page 16) 

Member Gallery 
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Member Gallery 
Continued 
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Member Gallery 
Continued 
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Member Gallery 
Continued 
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Member Gallery 
Continued 
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Member Gallery 
Continued 

 

 



 

Page 23                          Volume 89, Issue 3, March 2024  

Member Gallery 
America’s Car Museum Field Trip 
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Member Gallery 
America’s Car Museum Field Trip 
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Member Gallery 
America’s Car Museum Field Trip 

Continued 
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Member Gallery 
America’s Car Museum Field Trip 
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Photographic Society of America (PSA) 
 
PSA is a worldwide organization for anyone with an in-
terest in photography. Founded in 1934, the Society is for 
casual shutterbugs, serious amateurs, and professional 
photographers. 
Individual digital membership is $45 a year. 
Membership offers a wide variety of services and activi-
ties:  
 
1. Monthly Journal 
2. Online photo galleries 
3. Image evaluation 
4. Study groups and courses 
5. Competitions 
6.   Annual Conference 
7.   Discounts on photography-related products/services  
8. PSA travel aide 
9. Webinars 
 
 
For a complete overview of membership benefits go to 
www.psa-photo.org   
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

PSA Photo Festival 

 

2024 85th Annual Photo Festival will be held 
in Tucson, Arizona 

Sept. 18-21 

 
 
 
 

       

Sizing Images for Newsletter 
 
Format: jpeg, max quality 
Dimension: 1024 - 2048 pix long side 
Please keep images 3MB or less 
Please title your image and include your name in title 
 Title_Your Name 
 
Please Watermark your image! 
 
All photographs in this newsletter are under copy-
right protection. They may not be used without per-
mission from the individual photographers. 
Please submit articles and photographs to: 
newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org 
 
Deadline for articles and images for the April newslet-
ter is Aprl 4 at midnight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note: 
 
Please continue to submit images and 
articles to the newsletter as it is your 
participation that helps me provide 
you with a newsletter each month. 
 
 
 
 
       Susan Bradley, Editor    
newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org 
 

http://www.psa-photo.org
mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
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Executive Committee 

President  
Ed Tromble 

 
Vice President 
Dennis Plank 

 
Secretary 

Tammy Mandeville  
 

Treasurer 
John Damitio 

Committee Chairs 

 
 
Community Liaison 
Bruce Livingston 
 
Equipment Custodian 
Rosalind Philips 
 
NWCCC Traveling Print &  
Open Salon Competitions 
Colleen Easley and Rosalind Philips 
 
Field Trip Coordinator 
Terri Hoselton 
 
Membership 
Colleen Easley 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Practical Photography 
Gene Pardee 
 
Member Sharing Night 
Don Dimitris 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Susan Bradley 
 
PSA Representative 
Pam Hoaglund 
 
Thurston County Fair  
Dennis Plank and  
Christy Sterling 
 
 
 
 

Olympia Camera Club 
P.O. Box 13333 

Olympia, WA 98508-3333 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NPPNW Liaison 
Gerald Pumphery 
 
NWCCC Liaison 
Ed Tromble 
 
Scavenger Hunt 
Rosalind Philips 
 
Webmaster 
Colleen Easley 
 
Social Committee  
Linda Pardee 
 
OPCC/OCC Coordinators 
Dennis Plank and  
Ed Tromble 

Associate Memberships 

mailto:president@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=OCC%20President
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mailto:community@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Community%20Liaison
mailto:equipment@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Equipment%20Custodian
mailto:traveling.prints@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Traveling%20Prints
mailto:traveling.prints@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Traveling%20Prints
mailto:field.trips@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Field%20Trips
mailto:membership@olympiacameraclub.org
mailto:practical@olympiacameraclub.org
mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Newsletter%20Editor
mailto:psa@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=PSA%20Representative
mailto:tfc@olympiacameraclub.org?subject=Thurston%20County%20Fair
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