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Regular readers of this newsletter know
that Pam Hoaglund took over the duties
of editor a few months ago and the look
and feel of the newsletter changed dramatically. What many might not know
is that these changes were in response to
what Pam had learned from researching
the newsletters of other camera clubs

across the country. Pam took on a huge
challenge when it came to modernizing
our newsletter and I am happy to announce that those efforts have paid
off. Our newsletter was entered into the
PSA's (Photographic Society of America) annual newsletter competition and
received an honorable mention among
the Large Camera Club entrants. I hope
that all of you will join me in congratulating Pam for this well deserved recognition.
Over the next few weeks the club will
return to our normal schedule of
events. Our planning picnic is at the
end of this month and our regular lineup
of meetings begins in September. Speaking of our annual planning
picnic, we have developed a new member survey for this year and we are asking the membership to complete the survey in advance. The link to the online
survey is:
https://goo.gl/forms/3qnADKucTxqnF6Sh2

and will only take a few minutes to
complete. We are looking forward to a
great year for the Olympia Camera Club
and we can’t do that without you.
Scott
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Monthly Meetings
All meetings are held at
Capital High School, Pod A
2707 Conger Ave NW
Olympia, WA 98502
Fundamentals of Photography Group
September 12, 2017
7-9 pm
The Fundamentals Group Meeting will resume its regular schedule at 7:00pm on Tuesday, September 12, 2017 in Pod
A of Capital High School with Rosalind Philips continuing her presentation about the many helpful post-processing
features of Photoshop Elements. What the Olympia Camera Club’s basic education program looks like in 2018 remains a hot topic of discussion. You’ll have a chance to give input at the Planning Picnic on August 29th or via an
online survey that is being developed. Stay tuned to the Newsletter and the Hunt Calendar email updates to see how
this issue is resolved. Because of the mind dulling effects of grief, plus the likelihood of my having a knee replacement this winter I will be stepping down as the chair of this group. We have so much talent available among our 141
members. If our meetings have helped you to become a better photographer consider stepping up to the plate to serve
on the Fundamentals Group Planning Committee. A new Fundamentals Group Coordinator is needed to work with
this committee to plan programs for October, November and possibly December of 2017.
Judy Mason, Coordinator

Practical Photography Meeting (Formerly Advanced Group)
September 19, 2017
7-9 pm
The name of the Advanced Group was formally changed to Practical Photography Group at the August Olympia
Camera Club Business Meeting. The reason for the name change was to more accurately describe the group’s intention of being inclusive, and not implying a level of skill or knowledge. It had come to our attention by some members
of the Club that they didn’t attend the Advanced Group meetings because they did not feel they were “advanced” level photographers or they thought the discussion would be over their head. We want to encourage members to attend
meetings because they are interested in the topic being discussed, and not dissuaded from a meeting because of some
implied level of knowledge or skill.
This year the Practical Photography Group will focus (pun intended) on topics of interest that you indicate from our
members’ survey that will be available again this year on the Club website, and from discussions at the upcoming
Planning Picnic. Look for the September newsletter for the first Practical Photography topic as we get back to our
meeting schedule at Capital High School.
Bruce Livingston, Coordinator

General Meeting
September 26, 2017
7-9 pm
No meeting in August. Meetings will resume on September 26th at 7 P.M.
Meredith Rafferty, Coordinator
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AUGUST PLANNING POTLUCK
At the planning potluck members will discuss and decide activities, field trips, and topics and guest speakers for the
general meetings for the upcoming calendar year. This is a favorite event and a great potluck, so bring a dish to share,
your appetite and lots of ideas for a fun year ahead. (plates, utensils, napkins provided)
Date: August 29, 2017
Time: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Location:
•
•
•

Black Lake Grange
6011 Black Lake Boulevard SW, Olympia WA
Map Link “https://goo.gl/maps/UnfCjHxofKA2

Please sign up to bring a potluck dish at Signup.com. Signup.com is a
free to use website supported by advertising. You may see ads on the site
as well as in the confirmation emails they send to you, but they will not
harvest your email to send unsolicited emails. Just be sure to uncheck the
opt-in boxes for additional emails. See #5 below.
Directions for Signup:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Click the link: http://signup.com/go/KapubBN
Click the Green Sign-up button for the spot you'd like to fill.
Enter your Email Address (no need to create an account).
Confirm your email address
If you've used this service before the system will remember you (double check that your info is correct). If
you haven't, fill in your name and phone number. Be sure to UNCHECK ANY OPT-IN BOXES AT THE
BOTTOM before you click Save or Finish.
6. You'll be returned to the signup page. Enter a comment for what you plan to bring. This helps to eliminate duplicate dishes.
7. Sign-up for any other spots you want
8. Click Save at the top right of the page.
9. The next page will give you the opportunity to print your commitment(s).
10. You can click the same link above to go back to
review your commitment or edit/delete your entry in the
future if necessary.
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Thurston County Fair Winners
by Dale and Colleen Easley

Congratulations to all those who entered the fair this year. Every one of you won at least one ribbon!! We were happy to report that 20 members entered a total of 136 images. Here is a list of our members and the ribbons they won.
It looks like we’re doing something right as a camera club. I hope these results inspire you to enter next year’s fair.
Allynn Balch
Kirah Balch
Melissa Barnes
David Bellamy
Tom Blankenship
Kim Buechel
Colleen Easley
Gene Eckhardt
John Gerecht
Pam Hoaglund
Nancy Knofler
DJ Mark
Judy Mason
Nancy Nelson
Norm Ott
David Parker
Rosalind Philips
Dan Scavezze
John Whitehead
Louise Whitehead

First and Third
First, Second, and Honorable Mention
First and Best of Lot
First and Third
3 Firsts, 3 Seconds, 1 Third, 1 Honorable Mention, Best of Lot and Best of Class
Third and 2 Honorable Mentions
4 Firsts, 2 Seconds, 2 Thirds, 2 Best of Lot
First, Second, Third, and Honorable Mention
2 Seconds, 2 Thirds
5 Firsts, 1 Honorable Mention, 4 Best of Lot, 1 Best of Class, 1 Judges Choice, and
Best of Show
Honorable Mention
Third and Honorable Mention
3 Seconds
First and Second
Second, Third, Honorable Mention, and Supervisor’s Choice
Second
Second and Honorable Mention
3 Honorable Mentions
First, 2 Thirds, Honorable Mention,
Best of Lot
2 Thirds
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Field Trip Coordinator
by Norm and Kay Ott

The August trip to the Terracotta Warrior exhibit has
been cancelled. We are sorry for the inconvenience. As
discussed prior to a vote at the OCC Board Meeting on
11 July, trip logistics were too complicated, along with an
unwieldy ticketing process. Given the unpredictability of
the I-5 construction and possible traffic delays, it was not
possible to reliably purchase tickets online that would
only be valid for one 15-minute entry window. Without
any offer from the Science Center venue offering a
chance for refund or rescheduling, the tickets were simply too expensive to risk. In addition, tripods, flash, and
camera bags were not allowed. Transportation was also a
logistic problem, as trains and buses were too late to return in a timely manner.
After considering the time that will be invested by many
OCC members in preparation for the Thurston County
Fair Photography area, and the time spent working during
the Fair, there is insufficient time to select, plan, and lead
an alternate OCC Photoshoot later during August.
The remaining 2017 field trip schedule is presented below.
Each upcoming trip will be presented by the trip leader, a
month in advance. If you have previously visited one or
more of these field trip sites, we are requesting photos
that could be shared in the Newsletter. Please place copyrights/watermarks in all images you submit. Photos
may be sent to the OCC at newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
2017 Field Trips:
Planned:
23 Sep - Point Defiance, led by Colleen
14 Oct - Lewis River Falls, led by Meredith
Nov (none) - NPPNW and NWCCC Conferences
2 Dec - Ft. Nisqually @ Point Defiance, led by
Norm and Kay
As always, comments or suggestions concerning desirable
future trips are welcomed.
You can let us know by
email, or at any Tuesday
meeting night.

The Great Solar Eclipse
by Rosalind Philips

August 21, 2017 is a very special day; it's the day of the
total solar eclipse. The path of totality is a 70-mile wide
swath that goes from Oregon to South
Carolina. The last time we had such a
path across the US was on June 8,
1918. The next total solar eclipse visible in the US is in 2024 with the path
of totality starting in Texas and extending through the Midwest and the
northeast.
A total solar eclipse occurs when the
disk of the moon covers the sun. The
sun’s corona is then visible, making a
bright ring around the edges of the
dark disk. The corona will send jets of
light twisting and twirling into the sky.
The light jets will only be visible in the path of totality.
Totality will last almost two minutes along the center of
the path in places like Madras, OR and Salem, OR. As
totality approaches, it will get dark and the temperature
may drop as much as ten degrees.
Olympia will have 95% totality. The eclipse will start at
9:07am and end at 11:38 am with maximum coverage at
10:19 am. It will still get dark. It is important that you
wear solar eclipse glasses to view the eclipse; direct
viewing can seriously damage your eyes. Both B&H Photovideo and Amazon have real viewing glasses. There are
fake glasses being sold. NASA certifies the following
brands as safe. American Paper Optics, TSE, Thousand
Oaks Optical, Rainbow Symphony, APM Telescopes,
Celestron, Explore Scientific, Lunt Solar Systems, Meade
Instruments and Baader Planetarium.
Photographing the solar eclipse takes planning and practice. You must use a solar filter on your lens when photographing pre- and post- totality. During totality it is safe
to remove the filter; otherwise it will be too dark. Photographing without a filter will damage your sensor. Stacking ND filters is not recommended. MrEclipse.com has a
chart that gives exposure information for ISO and lens
size. You will want to use your biggest lens with a teleconverter to get maximum image size of the sun. This is
an instance where a cropped sensor is an advantage. Practice your settings on the uneclipsed sun beforehand so
you are not fiddling during the eclipse. During totality,
plan to bracket your shots and to use the same settings as
when photographing the Milky Way or the Northern
Lights. In Olympia you will need to use a filter the entire
time. Of course you may choose to just look at the eclipse
and marvel rather than focusing on your camera.
A good article on photographing the solar eclipse is:
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips
-and-solutions/how-photograph-solar-eclipse.
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Club Member Wins Award
“Stumps in Beaver Pond”
Melissa Barnes, an Olympia Camera Club member, received the top honor of a Purchase Award at the Southwest Washington Juried Exhibition last month. The
Juried Exhibition is designed to serve artists in the area
by providing a high-quality exhibition opportunity that
promotes the region’s creative identity. It celebrates regional artists and recognizes excellence with Merit and
Purchase Awards. For the third consecutive year, artists
working in all media and residing in Clark, Cowlitz,
Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Pierce, Skamania,
Thurston, and Wahkiakum counties were invited to submit an entry for consideration. This year the response was
unprecedented with 42 works being selected from among
204 entries.
The Juried Exhibition has been held since 2015 at the
Kenneth J. Minnaert Center for the Arts at South Puget
Sound Community College, 2011 Mottman Rd. SW
Olympia WA 98512. Gallery hours are 12pm - 4pm
Monday - Thursday. The 2017 Exhibition will be available for viewing at the gallery through August 24th.
Melissa has offered to do a presentation on Creative Photography Techniques when we begin our monthly meetings this fall. Please join me in offering your congratulations to Melissa when you see her.

Staircase Rapids Field Trip Report
by Rosalind Philips

On July 22nd ten intrepid souls left the Westside of Olympia to explore the wilds of Staircase Rapids located near
Lake Cushman. It was a marvelous overcast day with the
cloud cover lasting until noonish; making it a perfect
morning for photography. Some of us concentrated on
landscapes and others on macro. A fun time was had by
all.

Staircase Field Trip Images
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PLACES TO BOLDLY GO...TO SEE
(and Photograph)
by Norm Ott

The May Natural History Museum of the Tropics
When Kay and I
were in Colorado
in 2001, we found
ourselves in a
quaint little museum on Highway
115, South of
Colorado Springs.
Zipping down the
highway, I had slammed on the brakes when my attention
was drawn to a gigantic insect just above the road. We
stopped for "just a few minutes," and, three hours later
(after threats from Kay), we left and continued our travels. At that time, I was a bit of a Bug Nerd, and these
few hours began my love affair with the May Natural
History Museum of the Tropics. So... I lovingly took
Kay for another visit while we were in
Colorado this June.
This place is a
gem! If you like
oddities and things
off the beaten
path... then this is
Where Ya Wanna
Be! It is a time
capsule... a sort of
bizarre little museum that hasn't changed much in years. Yes, it was raggedy with old fashioned personality in 2001. Now, the
gift shop and entry has been renovated (with just a little
loss of original charm), but the "Bug Museum" remains
fantastic! The collection is magnificent! With well over
100,000 insects collected in the early 1900's, you get a
feel for what James "Jack" F. W. May (1883 - 1956)
must have subjected himself to in order to collect these
amazing specimens! Even in today's modern world this
would be a feat, but back then... simply unimaginable! Dangerous to say the least!
Over 8,000 insects, arachnids, beautiful butterflies, and
beetles await you at one of the world’s largest privately

displayed collections. For over 60 years, Jack May traveled the world finding fascinating specimens of bugs,
insects and other things that crawl on the ground. From
big bugs to mini mites, I encourage you to stop in and see
why it’s appropriately called the “Bug Museum.” It is a
tiny place - though it hosts thousands of insects, they
don't take up much room. And it's cheap for a museum
(only $7 per adult).
You can spot it, and also get a clue as to what you are in
for, by the crazy giant Hercules Beetle "Herkheimer"
along the roadside! One rare little piece of Americana Herkheimer was recently named the mascot for the most
eccentric tourist destination in Colorado. A must see...
fantastic! One display case could be filled with terrifying
foot-long horrors, bristling with spines & claws. Next to
it might be a case containing creatures of ethereal beauty
- jewel-like beetles in metallic
glistening red,
green, gold, or
blue - or huge
gorgeous moths.
Or tiny butterflies
no bigger than a
fingernail. Or 18inch long walking
sticks. Or bird eating scorpions. It was like a rollercoaster of loveliness & terror.

Once again, Kay and I spent a few hours marveling at the
insects... and blissfully shooting images. We wanted to
share with you a few of our images of these incredible
insects. And SHOOT!...when you are next in Colorado...
Enjoy!
Norm Ott

(Continued on page 9)
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New Member Profiles

What post-processing programs do we use?

KAY and NORM OTT

Kay uses Windows Movie Maker for editing videos, because of its simplicity. She also has Adobe Premier Elements, but doesn't use it often.

What brought us to the
club?
We wanted to find a club
to improve our photography, so we searched the
internet for local camera
clubs. We attended our
first meeting and knew we
had found a home.
How did we get interested in photography?
Both Kay and I have been interested in photography for
many years. She has always enjoyed B&W film photography and photographing people. I used intraoral photography heavily in my Pediatric Dentistry profession, for
case documentation and educational presentations. My
love for the camera grew from those long ago days.
What kind of photography do you like?
Kay in interested in all subjects, and especially enjoys
video photography and editing. I enjoy landscapes, street
art, candid portraits, travel photography, and am developing an appreciation for nature and wildlife imaging.
What equipment is in our camera bags?
Our current primary DSLRs are a Nikon D300s (DX) and
a Nikon D800 (medium format), with an assortment of
Nikkor lenses. Lenses for the D300s include an 85mm
micro (with 12mm, 20mm, and 36mm extension tubes);
10-24mm zoom; 16-85mm zoom; and 70-300mm zoom
telephoto. Lenses for the D800 include a 24-70mm
zoom, and a 70-200mm zoom telephoto (with 2x Nikon
telextender). Other items variably in the bag include, battery packs for both cameras, flash units, gold/silver/
neutral reflectors, polarizer filters, and assorted soft and
hard square neutral density filters. My favorite side item
is my "Pony" #3251 flexible clamp. It is invaluable when
needing to stabilize small items such as branches or
stems. And... I rarely leave home without the small Nikon manuals for each camera. Hey... we forget stuff!
Kay normally travels with her video camera in her backpack/purse (She is currently using a JVC camcorder). But
I am otherwise clueless on video.

For images made with the DSLRs, I have Adobe Lightroom CC and Photoshop CC. I also have Photomatrix
Pro 4.0 that I like to use for HDR images. My workflow
heavily uses Photoshop, and the Camera Raw filter, as I
like the sliders better than their analogs in LR CC. And I
print directly from Photoshop. Several weeks ago I purchased ON1 Photo Raw 2017, but have not had the time
to get familiar with this software. Time will tell if I prefer this to Photoshop.
For printing, I have an Epson Surecolor P800. With its
17" paper width, I can do virtually all of my printing at
home.
What do we want to learn from the club?

Anything we can! From reviews of basic skills to advanced insights... we are open to learning. We are anything but experts.
Photo by Kay: A young Nepalese boy in Kathmandu
working seven days a week at a pottery wheel. Original
image was taken in March 2000 on Kodachrome. He is
making thousands
of small sun-dried
cups for drinking
Rashki, a local
moonshine.

Photo by Norm: A
whimsical image of
two wooden puppets
in our guest bedroom.
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Member Profile: Bruce Livingston
What or who brought you to the club?
I was first made
aware of the
Olympia Camera
Club a little more
than 5 years ago
by a friend and
former coworker, Steve
Curry. He and I
used to talk photography at work (on breaks, not on work time), and he
also told me about Nature Photographers of the Pacific
Northwest (NPPNW). However, it was not until I retired
that I finally made my way to my first meeting with the
club, and I guess as they say, “the rest is history”.
How did you get interested in photography?
Long story!! When I was in the Air Force (1967-1970), I
worked in the Air Force Photo School at Lowery Air
Force Base in Denver Colorado, not to learn photography, but to take care of their equipment and supplies.
Working in the Photo School got me inspired to learn
photography, so I got my first 35mm camera, a Mamiya
Sekor 500 TL. Not long after that, I was given orders to
Vietnam, and while looking in the PX in DaNang, I saw
a Canon FT QL and just had to have one. I was really
only a recreational photographer, but when I had the
chance to fly in a two seater jet out to the Midway and
Kitty Hawk aircraft carriers, I took the camera with me
and took pictures out of the cockpit. Then I had opportunities to photograph from helicopters, and around
DaNang airbase. When I was in college, a good friend of
mine was an art student (photography), and he and I were
given the opportunity to photograph the very first Michigan Special Olympics (1976, I think) which was held at
Central Michigan University. Dennis got me interested
in large format cameras and doing my own black and
white processing. While in college, and as a part-time
job, I worked at a camera store in Midland, Michigan,
home of DOW Chemical and DOW Corning. They had
built the DOW Center for the Arts, and I taught camera
operation and darkroom classes there for 2 years. Then I
opened my own camera store in Alma, Michigan along
with a portrait studio and custom frame shop. After operating the store for 11 years, my family and I moved to
Washington State where I had an opportunity to work in
my degree field as a wildlife biologist for the Department
of Natural Resources. Twenty five years later I retired
and took Steve Curry up on his offer to come see what
the Olympia Camera Club was all about. I have totally
loved being involved in the club and hope to inspire
more club members to “get out and shoot”.
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What equipment is in your camera bag?
I am a Fuji mirrorless camera shooter and currently own
a XT-1, XT-2 and a rangefinder XE-2. I like the Fuji
mirrorless camera for the quality of their lenses and the
X-trans sensor they use. I have a variety of lenses, including several 1970’s vintage Nikon glass that I use
with adapters on the Fuji cameras. As a wildlife photographer, my go-to lens is a Fujinon 100-400mm f4.5-5.6.
When I do landscape photography, I really like the Fujinon 10-24mm f4 lens.
What post-processing programs do you use?
I had used Lightroom/Photoshop CC for almost 3 years,
but since ON1 Photo RAW 2017 was released in November last year, I have used it exclusively. I have now
cancelled my subscription to Lightroom/Photoshop CC. I
plan to do a presentation on using ON1 in an upcoming
meeting this fall.
What do you want to learn from the club?

When I first came to the Club about 4 years ago, I had
very limited experience in post-processing. Thanks to
classes taught by several of our members, I have learned
a great deal about how to use Lightroom, and am now
experienced in using ON1 Photo Raw. My goal now is to
learn how to use Through the Lens metering (TTL) flash,
High Speed Sync (HSS) both front curtain and rear curtain, so that I can incorporate the techniques into a future
class on flash photography. I have only used manual
flash in the past, and want to see how technology has improved the exposure capability of TTL flash photography
for both main and fill light. I also want to incorporate
flash into my wildlife photography for photographing
nocturnal species.
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NWCCC PHOTO COMPETITION
by Frank Townsend

The Thurston County Fair judging is complete; in fact
the fair itself is nearly over at this writing. Congratulations to our club members who entered prints even without a ribbon you are a winner. So, what to do with your
print now? Well, the Northwest Council of Camera
Clubs has an open print salon (in other words a print
competition) each year before the annual conference. Check the rules on Olympia Camera Club's website under competitions or go to
www.nwcameraclubs.org and look under competitions. The deadline is October 1, but if you bring your
print and entry form to the September 26 OCC club
meeting we will make sure it is delivered to their Print
Director on time. You already have the print so why not
go for one more award?
By the way, there is also a competition for Digital Images, I'm sure you have your print in a digital form somewhere or perhaps another image you are proud of. The
rules for that competition can also be found in the
sources cited above. Again, if brought to the club's general meeting in September (along with an entry form) we
will see to it that your digital image is delivered as well.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
We added one new member in July. We have 141 members. Please welcome Nancy Knofler to our club.

SAVE the DATE: September Field Trip
Field Trip - September 23 - Point Defiance Park - Dahlias
and Roses. More
info will be published in the September newsletter
and on the website
calendar as it becomes available.

Note from the Editor

As Scott mentioned in his President’s Corner, I have been working hard at producing a newsletter worthy of our
club. When I entered the May issue into the PSA newsletter contest my main goal was to learn how to improve our
newsletter based on the changes I had already made. I received very constructive feedback from the three judges.
Based on their feedback you will notice some changes in the design and format of this newsletter. I would love to
hear your thoughts on the changes. Letters to the editor are always welcome.
We would love to showcase some of your images in the newsletter and hear about the places you have discovered.
Please consider sharing through an article and your images.
Please send all submissions to newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org.
Have a great summer and I hope to see you out in the field.
Pam Hoaglund, Editor
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Ghost Towns of Montana
by Pam Hoaglund

On 30 May I met 12 photographer friends in Missoula,
MT for the start of an eight day trip to visit four of Montana’s ghost towns. The first three nights we stayed in
Missoula and did day trips to the areas we wanted to visit. The first morning
we went to the National Bison Range
which is about an
hour northwest of
Missoula near Dixon. It’s a 20 mile
loop drive through
the range and could
take anywhere from 2-4 hours, depending on how often
you stop to view and photograph the wildlife. Of course
there were buffalo, as well as elk, pronghorn, black bear,
lots of birds
and the view as
you crest the
hilltops is fantastic. We also
visited the St
Ignatius Mission and Ninepipe Reservoir
nearby.
The second morning we left early to drive about an hour
northeast of Missoula to Garnet. This old gold mining
town was active from the early 1860’s with the discovery
of gold and then waxed and waned through the years
with the discovery of other minerals. With the outbreak
of war in Europe in 1939 the population left and the wartime restrictions on the use of dynamite made mining
near impossible. In 1942 the post office closed for the
last time. Souvenir hunters soon began stripping the town
until the Bureau of
Land Management
and the Garnet
Preservation Association stepped in
to secure title to
the property.
There are many

old cabins lining the hills above
Main Street. The J.K. Wells
Hotel and the general store as
well as several other buildings
are open on Main Street. There
are many photographic opportunities in and around Garnet.
On the fourth day we traveled
to our next destination, Nevada
City/Virginia City, southeast of
Butte, MT. We stayed three
nights in the cabins at Nevada
City which are only
open from Memorial
Day to about the first of
October. There is also a
hotel in Nevada City
and accommodations in
Virginia City. These
old mining towns are
located along Alder Gulch, the site of the richest placer
gold strike in the Rocky Mountains. The first gold was
discovered in 1863. In the first few years miners used
hand tools to separate the gold from the gravel. In 1867,
hydraulicking was introduced to the area. From 1898
through 1922
large floating
dredges chewed
up the ground,
destroying several communities
in their path including Nevada
City. Today
many historic
cabins and buildings have been moved to the site where Nevada City existed. You can get an idea of life in Nevada City in the
1860’s by
visiting the
Nevada
City Museum and on
summer
weekends
daily life is
reenacted
through the
Living History pro(Continued on page 15)
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gram. You can easily spend 2-4 days photographing in
and around these two old mining/ghost towns.
Our last few days were spent in Dillon, MT, the closest
town with accommodations to Bannack. On our drive
from Nevada City to Dillon we passed through the small
town of Twin Bridges.
The Montana Children’s
Center was established
here in 1894 and closed
in 1975. As many as 400
orphans lived here during
the Great Depression. The
orphanage cared for more
than 5,000 children over
the course of 81 years.
When the orphanage
closed, the staff simply
locked the doors and left.
The current owner allowed us to enter the
property to explore the grounds and buildings. It was a
humbling experience to walk the halls and enter the
rooms where the orphans spent some of the most important years of their lives. The Travel Channel program
“Ghost Adventures” has filmed here. Leslie Adams who
has owned the property since 2005 says she has heard the
sound of
children
singing in
the building
and says she
will not enter the buildings after
dark.

Then it was on to Dillon where we spent the last two
nights of our ghost town adventure. We did our first visit
to Bannack in the evening. Bannack was born in 1862
when gold was discovered along the creek by John
White. It served as the capital of Montana Territory
briefly in 1864, until the capital moved to Virginia City.
At its peak, Bannack had a population of about 10,000.
As with Garnet, Bannack was affected by the start of
WWII. All non-essential mining, including gold, was
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prohibited
which caused
the beginning
of the end for
Bannack. In
the late forties
Bannack was
becoming a
“ghost town”.
The post office
closed in 1938 and the school closed in the early 1950’s.
In 1940, a group of concerned citizens from the area organized to preserve the town. Bannack is now a state
park under the direction of Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks. It is a town frozen in time, “preserved rather than
restored, protected rather than exploited”.
The main street
is lined with
the old homes,
school, hotel,
saloon, and
various other
businesses that
make up a
town. Some of
the buildings
you can enter
but many must be viewed and photographed from the
outside. We visited Bannack twice to photograph the
nicks and crannies. I stopped for a third time on my way
back to Missoula.
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OCC Members Working at the Thurston County Fair
Saturday, processing photo’s entered into the competition
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OCC Members Working at the Thurston County Fair
Sunday, Judging
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OCC Members Working at the Thurston County Fair
Monday, hanging the photo’s
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Olympia Camera Club Board Meeting
Draft pending approval
July 11th, 2017 @ 6:30 pm
Casa Mia Restaurant, Olympia
Officers and Members Present
Meredith Rafferty, Tammy Mandeville, John Damitio,
Bruce Livingston, Linda Foss, Pam Hoaglund, Judy Mason, Rosalind Philips, Norm and Kay Ott, Dale Easley,
Colleen Easley, Linda Pardee, Frank and Terri Townsend, Gene Pardee, and Ed Mandeville.
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Vice President
Meredith Rafferty.
Minutes
Terri Townsend moved to approve the minutes of the
June 6, 2017 Board meeting and the minutes for the election of officers on June 27, 2017, seconded by Linda
Foss. MSC Unanimous.
Treasurer’s Report
John Damitio reviewed the Treasurer’s monthly report.
There was questioning of status against the budget. Linda Foss moved to conduct a quarterly budget status review at the August meeting, seconded by Rosalind
Philips. MSC Unanimous.
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General Meeting
Meredith Rafferty led a discussion on identifying speakers for the general meetings which will resume in September and received several suggestions for presenters.
Advanced Group
Bruce Livingston spoke about the Southwest Washington
Juried Exhibition at the South Puget Sound Community
College. Congratulations were expressed to Melissa
Barnes, one of our Club members, who won a top honor
of a “Purchase Award” at this art exhibition. Bruce added
himself to their email list and will inform club members
when the art exhibition will be accepting entries for consideration next year. Colleen Easley suggested a committee to inform club members of the broader array of art
exhibitions and photography competitions.
Melissa has offered to do a presentation on Creative Photography Techniques, and she and Bruce will work out a
date for her presentation.
Fundamentals Group
Judy Mason reported that the Fundamentals group will
resume in September.
Digital Imaging Group
There was a discussion about a meeting notice that impacted members because of incorrect information on the
Club’s calendar and the need to maintain the calendaring
system.
Equipment
Rosalind Philips discussed the research of projectors and
compared the top three options, answering questions in a
comprehensive discussion. Bruce Livingston moved to
approve purchase of the Epson projector at an estimated
$1550. Dale Easley seconded the motion. MSC Unanimous.
Newsletter
Pam Hoaglund requested more participation from Club
members in submitting articles and photos.
Webmaster
Colleen Easley updated Paypal for the third quarter.

Membership
Colleen Easley reported 140 members.
President’s Report
Scott Wood was not in attendance. Bruce thanked all the
people who participated in the Olympic Air Show in
June.
Historian and Community Liaison
Linda Foss thanked members who photographed the
Olympic Air Show and Capitol Land Trust events.

Field Trips
The Staircase field trip will be on July 22nd. Linda Foss
led a discussion of difficulties with the Terracotta Warriors field trip in August. Pam Hoaglund moved to cancel
the August field trip, seconded by Frank Townsend.
MSC Unanimous.
(NWCCC) Northwest Council of Camera Clubs
Frank Townsend encouraged submittals to the NWCCC
(Continued on page 20)
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Open Print Salon. Oct. 1st is the deadline for the categories. The NWCCC conference will be in November in
Everett, WA.
( NWCCC) Traveling Prints
Dale Easley reported that the traveling prints have been
delivered to the NWCCC. Dale also stated that a new director is needed to manage the Traveling Prints.
(NPPNW) Nature Photographers of the Pacific Northwest
No new information.
(PSA) Photographic Society of America
Pam reported that the Club’s newsletter was entered in
the PSA competition.
Thurston County Fair Photography Competition
Dale and Colleen Easley summarized the preparations for
this Club-sponsored event. Drop boxes have started receiving entries. Frank Townsend commended Dale and
Colleen on a job well done.

Olympia Camera Club Board Meeting
Draft Pending Approval
August 1st 2017 at 6:30 p.m.
Casa Mia Restaurant, Olympia
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Old Business
Annual Banquet - The June Banquet was a success.
About 40 people attended.
Scheduling of Fundamentals and Advanced Groups Bruce Livingston led a discussion on the survey results to
-date. More discussion is scheduled during the Annual
Planning Meeting.
Annual Planning Meeting – The session will be August
29 at the Black Lake Grange.
New Business
Outreach to new people - Judy Mason shared an experience of a new attendee, with discussion.
Board email list – Bruce Livingston discussed updating
the Board’s email list.
Adjournment
Pam Hoaglund moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30
p.m. Seconded by Tammy Mandeville. MSC Unanimous.
Submitted by Secretary Tammy Mandeville

Expense Report; it was seconded by Bruce Livingston,
MSC Unanimous.

Officers and Members Present
Scott Wood, Meredith Rafferty, Tammy Mandeville,
John Damitio, Bruce Livingston, Linda Foss, Pam Hoaglund, Judy Mason, Dale Easley, Colleen Easley, Linda
Pardee, Frank Townsend, Terri Townsend, Norm Ott,
Gene Pardee, Ed Mandeville.
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Scott
Wood.
Minutes
Linda Foss moved to approve the minutes of the July 11th
2017 Board Meeting, seconded by Meredith Rafferty.
MSC Unanimous.
Treasurer's Report
John Damitio reviewed the Treasurer's monthly report.
Colleen Easley moved to accept the Treasurer's report,
seconded by Dale Easley, MSC Unanimous. John led a
discussion on the Income & Expense Report for the calendar year. Linda Foss moved to accept the Income &

Membership
Colleen Easley reported 141 members.
President's Report
Scott Wood thanked Meredith Rafferty for filling in at
the last meeting.
(Continued on page 21)
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Community Liaison/Historian
No report

(NWCCC) Traveling Prints
Scott Wood indicated that Meredith Rafferty will be taking over Traveling Prints.

General Meeting
Meredith Rafferty has been contacting a number of exciting potential speakers but has not yet confirmed September’s speaker.

(NPPNW) Nature Photographers of the Pacific Northwest
Colleen Easley discussed the NPPNW Fall meeting in
Albany Oregon on Nov. 4th.

Advanced Group
Bruce Livingston made a motion to change the name
from Advanced to Practical Photography. Pam Hoaglund
seconded the motion. MSC Unanimous.

PSA
Pam Hoaglund discussed the PSA Interclub competition
and possible interest by club members. She will send
more information on the competition to board members
to discuss at September board meeting.

Fundamentals Group
Judy Mason stated she was currently unable to continue
as Fundamentals Group leader. A discussion ensued
about the content of fundamentals and it was decided to
continue the monthly Fundamentals meetings through
2017.
Digital Imaging Group
A concern was raised about updating meeting times and
locations in the calendar system.
Equipment
Rosalind Philips ordered the new Epson projector.
Newsletter
Pam Hoaglund requested more participation from Club
members in submitting articles and photos. The Olympia
Camera Club received Honorable Mention in the PSA
Newsletter Competition.
Webmaster
Nothing to report.
Field Trips
Norm Ott discussed the reasons the August field trip was
canceled.
(NWCCC) Northwest Council of Camera Clubs
Frank Townsend discussed the topics for workshops at
the November Conference. Frank encouraged people to
sign up for the conference by Oct. 1st.

Planning Picnic
Scott Wood announced that the Planning Picnic will be
held on Aug.29th at the Black Lake Grange. Colleen has a
signup sheet for the picnic on the OCC website. Emails
will be sent out.
Thurston County Fair
Scott thanked Dale and Colleen Easley for the effort they
put into the fair. He also praised the professionalism and
patience of the judges. Dale spoke of the amazing volunteers who helped set up at the fair. OCC had 20 members who submitted 136 photos. Linda Pardee thanked
Judy Mason for all her help at the fair.
Old Business
Scott discussed Board email accessibility. Meredith Rafferty led a discussion related to non-member speaker expenses. Bruce Livingston made a motion to increase the
budget to $500 for speakers for 2018; it was seconded by
Linda Foss. MSC Unanimous.
New Business
Scott reappointed the committee members with the
changes of Bruce Livingston will lead Practical Photography, Meredith Rafferty will take over Traveling Prints,
and Fundamentals is looking for a new facilitator. Scott
Wood made the motion to adjourn, Judy Mason seconded
the motion. MSC Unanimous.
Submitted by Secretary Tammy Mandeville
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Nature Photography Articles
John Gerlach is a well known nature photographer and teacher who lives in Idaho. He has written a number of books
on various aspects of nature photography and also does a number of workshops which several members of the club
have attended. I would like to share his website with you https://www.gerlachnaturephoto.com/
and direct you to the article section.
He has four new articles this year:
The Ultimate Flash Set-up for Hummingbirds
Back-button Focusing Strategies
Aperture Priority
Focus Stacking
2016 Articles:
Water Drip for Birds

Important Changes to My Photo Strategies
Arizona’s golden Triangle
Better Landscapes with Flash
I have been considering several of these subjects as articles for the newsletter but why invent the wheel when you can
get a great article from a professional.
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Photographic Society of America (PSA)
PSA is a worldwide organization for anyone with an interest in photography. Founded in 1934, the Society is for
casual shutterbugs, serious amateurs, and professional
photographers.
Individual digital membership is $45 a year.
Membership offers a wide variety of services and activities:
1. Monthly Journal
2. Online photo galleries
3. Image evaluation
4. Study groups and courses
5. Competitions
6. Annual Conference
7. Discounts on photography-related products/services
8. PSA travel aide
For a complete overview of membership benefits go to
www.psa-photo.org

Dates to Remember
9 August Koffee Klatch
23 August Koffee Klatch
29 August Planning Picnic
5 September Board Meeting
4 November NPPNW meeting in Albany, OR. Speaker
Robert O’Toole sponsored by Sigma
11 November NWCCC conference in Everett, WA.
Speaker George Lepp

Sizing Images for Newsletter
Mode: 8 bit
Color profile: sRGB
Format: jpeg, max quality
Resolution: 300 pix/in
Dimension: 1024 pix long side
Please Watermark your image!
All photographs in this newsletter are under copyright protection. They may not be used without permission from the individual photographers.
Please submit articles and photographs to:
newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
Deadline for articles and images for September newsletter is 7 September at midnight.
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August 2017
Olympia Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Business Meeting Monthly on the First Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, September 5, 2017, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Open to all. Join us before the meeting at 5:30pm for dinner.

Contact: Scott Wood, President
Fundamentals of Photography
Monthly on the Second Tuesday of the Month (Meeting on summer break, resumes in
September)
Tuesday, September 12, 2017
Program: Post-processing with Photoshop Elements by Rosalind Philips
Contact: Judy Mason, Chair

Practical Photography (Formerly Advanced Photography)
Monthly on the Third Tuesday of the Month (Meeting on summer break, resumes in September)
Tuesday, September19, 2017
Program: TBD

Contact: Bruce Livingston, Chair
General Meeting
Monthly on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month (Meeting on summer break,
resumes in September)
Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Program: TBD
Contact: Meredith Rafferty, Vice President
Koffee Klatch Meet up, Every Other Wednesday Morning from 9am to 11am
Panera’s Bakery, 2525 Capitol Mall Drive SW, Westside of Olympia
Open discussion about photography and other topics of interest
Contact: Linda Foss, Chair
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Associate Memberships

Executive Committee
President
Scott Wood
Vice President
Meredith Rafferty
Secretary
Tammy Mandeville
Treasurer
John Damitio
Immediate
Past President
Bruce Livingston
Newsletter Editor
Pam Hoaglund

Committee Chairs
Community Liaison
Linda Foss

Practical Photography
Bruce Livingston

Fundamentals of Photography
Judy Mason

Equipment Custodian
Rosalind Philips

Newsletter Editor
Pam Hoaglund

NWCCC Liaison
Frank Townsend

NWCCC Traveling Prints
Meredith Rafferty

PSA Representative
Pam Hoaglund

Scavenger Hunt
Rosalind Philips

Field Trip Coordinator
Norm Ott

Thurston County Fair
Colleen and Dale Easley

Webmaster
Colleen Easley

Membership
Colleen Easley

Historian
Linda Foss

Social Committee
Linda Pardee

NPPNW Liaison
Colleen Easley

Digital Imaging Group
John Gerecht

Olympia Camera Club
P.O. Box 13333
Olympia, WA 98508-3333

