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.This month I am writing this message
from a hotel room in Wichita, KS. I am
here for work and will be here for a little over a week. My hotel sits on the
bank of the Arkansas River and each
evening so far, I have taken a walk
along the river.
This section of the Arkansas River has a
developed river walk and there is public
art just about everywhere you look. It is
clear that Arkansas spent a lot of time
and money to make their river walk a
signature of their downtown corridor.
During these walks, I got to thinking
about exploring new places and, by extension, documenting that exploration.
On each of my journeys out along the
river I have either carried one of my
“real” cameras or I have simply used
my cell phone to document a number of
the items that I have come across.
Some of these shots feature very wellknown landmarks here in Wichita, but
others are abstract images that by themselves would not mean much but when
combined with the images of the landmarks, tell a story about what I experi-
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enced, and hopefully how I felt when I
made the image.
I can’t speak for others, but I suspect
that you are like me, in that when you
go someplace new you spend some time
searching the internet for ideas on
where to shoot, and things to make images of. I do it, but I have to wonder if
it is the best use of my time? Something tells me that I am going to get
more out of, and have more fond memories of, the candid shots I made while
out on my after-dinner journeys along
the Arkansas River.
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Note from the Editor
This is issue number 9 of the new revamped OCC newsletter. As we come to the
end of 2017 I reflect back at how much I have learned in the process of producing
this newsletter. I could not have done this without all of your support, articles,
images and inspiration.
However you celebrate this time of the year, I wish you a great holiday season.
From me to you: Merry Christmas!

We would love to showcase some of
your images in the newsletter and hear
about the places you have discovered.
Please consider sharing through an article and your images.
Please send all submissions to newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org.
Pam Hoaglund, Editor
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Monthly Meetings
All meetings are held at
Capital High School, Pod A
2707 Conger Ave NW
Olympia, WA 98502
A Special Combined Meeting of Fundamentals & Practical Photography
December 12, 2017
7-9 pm
We will combine the Fundamentals and Practical Photography meetings on December 12th and offer two special
learning opportunities.
We will welcome Gary Burgess to discuss the offerings of the Photographic Society of America (PSA). Gary is the
regional representative for this national organization. PSA’s online education, mentoring, exhibitions and competitions serve as a great complement to OCC's offerings. (www.psa-photo.org)
Then we’ll explore the night. With the longer nights of winter, it's
only fitting to discuss Night Photography. Local photographer Arun
Rohila will share his late night encounters with the Milky Way and
other dark subjects. Arun is known to cruise dark country roads, looking for that great setting. Let's discuss our other night photography
experiences, too. This is the season for holiday lights and there are
always night city scenes and maybe even a local view of Northern
Lights.
You’ll enjoy Arun’s enthusiasm for Milky Way encounters which is
leading him into more learning and creativity with his camera. Arun
explains his photography journey like this: “I got my first camera for
my high school graduation from my Dad. Every time we went on vacation, he would take pictures and then show us his slides (we found
them so long and boring). So with my family, I had a Minolta film camera and I took pictures when we traveled, but
mostly point and shoot, and probably boring for everyone else, I'm sure! I got serious about learning HOW to take a
picture in early 2016, after I bought my Nikon D5100. I was hiking (slowly huffing and puffing) up Mission Peak in
California and stopping to take pictures (and rest). By the time I got to the top, the sun was setting and all the youngsters were already down and gone. I set up my tripod, which I used as my walking cane, and loaded my camera with
a 18-55mm lens on it. I climbed up the ‘Mission Peeker’ geo-tagged marker spot and triggered my self-shot. I looked
at the image on my camera and saw my silhouette and a beautiful sunset during blue hour with the lights of the houses
below. I was ecstatic when I saw it -- How did I do that? When I saw it on a bigger screen, I was hooked. I became a
constant YouTuber on everything photography. I was amazed at how much information was out there. There is still
so much to learn. I saw a YouTube video on taking pictures of the Milky Way and was hooked even more to chase
the night skies.”
P.S. I finally read the manual on my Nikon this past summer.
David Parker, Coordinator
Bruce Livingston, Coordinator

General Meeting
There will be no General Meeting in December. Instead we will be gathering for our Holiday Party.
Details on next page.
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Annual Holiday Party

teers to help clean up and put tables away.

by Linda Pardee

Save the Date: December 19, 2017 6:00 p.m.
Black Lake Grange
6011 Black Lake Blvd SW
Olympia, WA
Set up: 5:30 p.m. and Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Once again Turkey and Ham will be provided; it’s your
job to bring the rest of the goodies to complete the Potluck Meal. Bring your favorite Holiday treats from Salads to Desserts.

Please call me at 360-918-8037or 369-584-4884 or email me at Linda@EGP-Photo.com if you have any questions.
We hope to fill the
room with Holiday
Cheer, good fellowship
and fun. I look forward
to seeing you all there!

Sign up for your potluck dish here: http://signup.com/go/
Hjfhobm
Instead of White Elephant gifts this year, pick out and
print one of your favorite prints of the past year, put it in
a folder, a frame, or any other means of displaying it and
we will trade photos.
I will need 4-6 volunteers to be there at 5:30 to help set
up tables and help get ready; I will also need-4-6 volun-

January 2018 Field Trip
The Museum of Flight
January 27, 2018
We will meet at the Martin Way Park and Ride at 7:45
a.m. and plan to leave at 8:00 a.m. for the Museum.
Parking at the museum is free.
The Museum is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.museumofflight.org This link will outline how to
buy tickets on-line
Admission prices

online

In-person

Youth (5-17)
Adult (18+)
Senior (65+)

$13
$21
$18

$14
$23
$19

Discounted tickets are available to active military & veterans, Boeing employees, AAA members, and others.
Go to the website to see discount prices. Purchase online
and save. Please have proof of employment, military ID,
AAA card to receive discount. If you order on line you
will save at least a dollar per ticket.
Photography is allowed. The only photography restriction on the website is: using flash photography in

flash-restricted areas, video recording of Museum programs, and commercial photography are prohibited.
Everyone one will be responsible for buying their tickets.
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Announcing the 2017 Olympia Camera Club Annual!
by Frank Townsend

Every year OCC members get together to assemble a permanent collection of their recent photographic work. We do
this by publishing our Annual, a booklet to which we all contribute our photographs. There is a copy of the Annual
published for each contributor so each person gets a copy to keep. We have
found these books to be excellent keepsakes and inspirations. We will assemble the book at a gathering at the Friendly Village Community Center, accompanied by a “finger food” lunch. We would encourage you to get involved in
this enjoyable activity. It provides a good deal of fun, a collection of your colleagues’ work and a look at where we all were, photographically, in 2017. The
details are as follows:
The Annual
Each Annual is made up of one image from each participating OCC member
in good standing. Participation is voluntary, of course. It’s nice but not required that the images were created during 2017. Images may be created by
any photo process, film and/or digital, and may be any size from a snapshot to
a maximum of 8 1/2 x 11 inches. Each participant provides one print per book
so if there were 20 participants, there would be 20 books, each with one print
from each participant. Binding costs will be around $5.00 per book.

Deadline
Members who wish to participate must declare their interest via e-mail directly to Frank at
frank_townsend@comcast.net or verbally at the OCC holiday party on December 19. The end of the holiday party
will be the deadline for declaring and we will announce the final count at the end of the party. We will also publish
this number to all declared participants.
Publishing Party
The publishing party will be on Saturday, January 20 at Noon at the Friendly Village Community Center, 1111 Archwood Dr, Olympia. This is party time! Each participant brings their favorite snack, providing us with a “finger food”
lunch and an excellent opportunity to become acquainted with other members. In the event you are unable to attend,
you may deliver your prints to Frank before the 7th or send them with another member. Please provide the name of
the person who will be present to assemble your Annual for you.
Note: Because we permanently assemble the Annual, all books must contain their complete contents at the party. It is
difficult to add or exchange images with those already included in the binder, so a fully completed Annual, ready for
binding is our goal! Please assure that your prints are at the publishing party, ready for assembly on or before the assembly date.
The Prints
Option 1: Mount on Paper Pages
Photos can be mounted on 8 1/2 by 11 pages with titles, etc. The preferred paper is 24 pound bond or similar. Please
create your own pages and mount your prints, ready to bind before the party. You may use materials, colors, etc. of
your choice. In that way you can control the placement of the print and information you want included on your page.
When mounting, allow a 1/2 to 3/4 inch extra margin ("gutter") along the left hand (long) edge of the page for binding. Archival mounting materials are preferred.
Option 2: Prints Done Directly on 8 1/2 x 11 Photo Paper

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

You can bring prints that are done directly on 8 1/2 x 11 photo paper. We will bind these into the books with no need
for other materials. When printing, allow a 1/2 to 3/4 inch extra margin ("gutter") along the left hand (long) edge of
the page for binding.
Note 1:
Regardless of printing method or binding method, please assure your prints are dry and free of any adhesive residue or
substances that would harm other prints in the book.
Note 2:
Please endeavor to get your prints completed well before the party. In years past, last-minute print orders from Costco
and others have gone awry preventing some folks’ images from be included in the book so allow for possible delays
and errors in your prints.
Note 3:
Most folks like to place the title and the name of the maker of the images somewhere on the mounting (Option 1) or in
the print itself (Option 2).
If you have any questions, please call Frank at 705-1349 or
e-mail him at frank_townsend@comcast.net.
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AND THE WINNERS ARE...
by Frank Townsend

At the Northwest Council of Camera Clubs’ annual Conference on November 11 the winners of the Councils
various Photo Competitions were announced for: Open
Digital Salon, Digital Slide Show, Open Print Salon, and
the Traveling Print Salon. The Open Digital Salon, the
Digital Slide Show competition, and the Open Print Salon are all individual competitions while the Traveling
Print competition is a club competition where members’
accomplishments are tallied to recognize the best club in
the competition.
Colleen Easley -”Shepard and Dog”

For Dale Easley -”Twin Barns”

Pam Hoaglund -”Port Reflections”

Colleen Easley -”Tree of Life”

There were 186 photographs entered in the Open Digital
Salon where Colleen Easley's entry "Tug Boats in the
Harbor" received an Honorable Mention. Nichon Thorstrom- Smith placed third in the Digital Slide Show
Travel Essay division with her show "Spiritual Tibet”. Ten clubs, including ours, submitted 148 entries to
the Open Print Salon where Colleen Easley captured the
Portrait award with her image "Shepherd and His Dog".
There were also 10 clubs participating in the Traveling
Print competition. 221 images made the rounds and
were judged by each club, selecting 63 images for final
consideration by independent judges. In the final Traveling Print judging Dale Easley received an Honorable
Mention for his photograph "Twin Barns". Pam Hoaglund's print "Reflections" also received an Honorable
Mention. Colleen Easley received the Nature Award for
her "Tree of Life" image and Tom Blankenship’s image
titled “Lawmen” received the Photojournalism Award.
The Best Image in Show was awarded to Pam Hoaglund
for her incredible rendition "Sandman".
Each image receiving an award in the Traveling Print
competition is awarded points, 1 for HM, 1 for the Special Awards (Nature, Photojournalism), 1.5 for third, 2
for second, 2.5 for first, and 3 for Best in Show. Adding
the points awarded to our members, OCC received 7
points, 1.5 points ahead of the next closest club.
The Olympia Camera Club won First Place in the 2017
Traveling Print competition. Congratulations to all winners in all of the competitions and congratulations to our
club. Well Done!

Tom Blankenship -”Lawmen”

Pam Hoaglund - “Sandman”

Vice President, Meredith Rafferty
accepting OCC First Place in the
2017 Traveling Print Competition
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Southern Africa Safari
Part II
by Jack McMillen

Part one of this story, covering Kruger National Park,
Hwange National Park, and Victoria Falls, appeared in
the November 2017 newsletter.
Impalila Island, Namibia
Our fourth stop on this trip was the Kaza Safari Lodge
on Impalila Island
at the eastern tip of
Namibia. Our cabin had a deck overlooking the Zambezi River with
soothing sounds
from the rapids.
Every morning a
small group of
vervet monkeys and then a few trumpeter hornbills and
other various birds would stop to dine on the fruits of a
jackal-berry tree.
We walked around
Impalila Island one
morning, passing
through several
small villages, past
a school, several
bars, and a medical
clinic.
We traveled by boat to get to the lodge and then we were
out in the mornings and evenings to see the animals that
congregated
along the river. We also
did a day-long
cruise to
Chobe National Park in
Botswana. I
was amazed at
the number of
animals on the
park side of the river compared to only a few birds on
the Namibia side.

ley Lodge, a stone’s throw from the Zimbabwe border
and about 10 miles on dirt roads from Chobe National
Park. The main building overlooks a water hole that attracts a variety of wildlife including elephants, baboons,
bushbuck, impala, and striped mongoose.
We did several drives and another cruise through Chobe
National Park. In the dry season it includes a large, open
river plain that attracts huge herds of many different species. It was our best place to see hippopotami, both in
and out of the water. Giraffes were common in the surrounding bush and came down to the river to eat mineral
rich soil.
Lots of grass attracts grazing
animals including large herds
of cape buffalo and impala

along with zebra, waterbuck, puku, lechwe, and
others. Lots of prey attracts
predators. We encountered
one leopard in the uplands and several lions close to the
river. We watched one lion for quite some time, from
just a dot in the grass, until it stopped for a drink, and
then walked directly past our vehicle.
Towards the end of a
cruise on the Chobe
River we stopped to
watch elephants. Two
young males were honing their fighting skills
but it was apparently
just practice. Others
were doing a mud bath
and throwing dirt to try to dislodge insect pests. Then a
herd decided to cross the river to a large island. This
must be a regular occurrence because suddenly 25 boat
loads of tourists descended upon that exact location.

Chobe National Park, Botswana
Our final safari
camp was at
Elephant Val-

(Continued on page 9)
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Cape Town, South Africa

Our final stop on this trip was Cape Town, a modern,
European-style city at the
southern tip of Africa. It
was their winter season
when they have more
rain so this was not the
ideal time for a visit.
Nonetheless, it is a beautiful city with many interesting sights nearby.
One of my favorite stops
was Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden, a worldclass garden on the
slopes of Table Mountain. It showcases the native flora, called fynbos,
along with large collections of proteas and cycads. There is also a wonderful
conservatory with several special collections of plants
from drier locations in southern Africa.
We spent one afternoon at the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront shopping, dining, visiting the Two Oceans
Aquarium, and cruising the harbor.
One of our days was a trip down the coast to the Cape of
Good Hope. The west coast is rugged like Big Sur in
California with some
rocky areas but also some
beautiful beaches. We
stopped for a visit to the
Cape Point Lighthouse
and then walked the

boardwalk to the Boulder’s
Penguin Colony.
During our final two days we
rode the Red Bus, a doubledecker, London-style bus
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especially for tourists. We would ride for awhile, get off
for a tourist spot or lunch, and catch the next bus to continue on. What a unique view from the open-air top
deck, especially along
the rugged
coast.
Luckily our
flight home
did not leave
until 11 pm
so Joan and I
got to go to
the top of
Table Mountain. It is a looming backdrop from nearly
anywhere in the city so we were eager to see it close-up.
All other days it had been closed because of cold, windy,
foggy, rainy weather but our final day was a little bit better. There is a gondola that takes tourists to the top of the
3000 foot mesa where there is a maze of hiking trails
through the fynbos vegetation. What breathtaking views
of Cape Town and the surrounding countryside … until
the fog rolled back in.
This was an exciting trip. We loved the safari adventures
and the number and variety of up-close wildlife sightings. I’d prefer this to a photography safari where we
would have spent so much time trying to get the perfect
shot that we would have missed out on breadth of experiences. I’m gradually forgetting the cold, bone jarring
rides in the safari vehicles and constant red dust so I’ll
be ready for another safari soon.
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What kind of photography do you like to do?

What or who brought you to the club?
My husband, Bill, and I live at Panorama, which has a
large number of groups/
clubs for everyone’s needs
and activities, but we found
out last February that a photography group did not exist. I wanted to talk to other
photographers about how
best to maintain a large database of thousands of photos. Since a group did not
exist, I started one. We had
17 people attend the first
meeting. We have more
than doubled that number over the past 8 months. We
have gone on photo outings, conducted monthly meetings, participated in an activity fair, and recently developed our first yearly calendar with photos from 19 photographers. At this moment, we have sold over 170 calendars.
At our second meeting, we invited Bruce Livingston,
then President of the OCC, to introduce us to the Olympia Camera Club and to explore how our two groups
could collaborate. Since then my husband and I have become OCC members, and we have participated in one
trip to Mt. St. Helen’s and started to attend various OCC
meetings of interest to us.
How did you get interested in photography?
I got my first camera in Germany as a teenager. It was an
Agfa camera that was rather limited in the photos it could
take. Of course, photography was a very expensive hobby for an unemployed teenager and so I took few photos.
However, years later with a growing family I took mostly
family and vacation snap shots. My husband took the
landscape photos with the better camera. For a while I
started to take more videos on travel and also used my
iPhone for snapshots. I acquired a small point-and-shoot
camera. Finally, last year I switched to a DSLR and am
still learning to use it.

We have enjoyed wildlife and landscape photography the
most and look forward to doing more. In fact, we are
planning on a photo safari in Kenya next spring. However, the PNW also provides us with a lot of opportunities
for great photos any time of the year.
What equipment is in your camera bag?
I have a Canon Rebel T6 with an 18-55 mm lens and a 75
-300 mm lens. I also use the iPhone whenever and wherever that I don’t have my camera handy.
What post processing programs do you use?
Since being on a Mac, I have used iPhoto and Photos on
the MacBook Pro. I’ve recently started to use On1.

What do you want to learn from the club?
To learn new techniques and more advanced concepts,
and of course to learn from others how to take better photos
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Member Profile: Scott Wood
What or who brought you to the club?
When we moved to Olympia in
the spring of 2012, I was asked
to give a presentation on storm
and extreme weather photography to the club at one of the
general meetings. I had met a
handful of club members prior
to that, but that general meeting
was my first real introduction to the club. I found it to
be a very friendly group and started going to as many of
the regularly scheduled meetings as I could.

What post processing programs do you use?
I am an Adobe user. Everything starts and ends in
Lightroom. I also use Photoshop, On1 and Luminar in
my post processing work flow.
What do you want to learn from the club?
The biggest thing I take from the club is inspiration. I
like to think that I have a pretty good handle on the craft
of photography, but I am always inspired and motivated
by seeing the work of our members, especially that
which is outside of what I would normally shoot. It really helps me get out of my comfort zone, which allows
me to grow as a photographer, and in turn helps me improve my photography across the board.

How did you get interested in photography?
It started at a fairly young age. When I was a kid I
would sneak my parents, or grandparents, cameras out
of the house and use up their film. I would always get
in trouble because I wouldn’t tell anyone about that and
when they went to use their camera it wouldn’t have any
unexposed shots left. At some point, and I really don’t
remember when, my grandmother gave me a “hand me
down” 110 instamatic camera. That led to me saving up
and buying my first SLR camera when I was in junior
high and as they say, the rest is history. :-)
What kind of photography do you like to do?
My real passion is storm and extreme weather photography. A very close second, and very much related, is
nature and landscape. I also enjoy IR (infrared) photography but don’t do as much of that as I would really like
to.
What equipment is in your camera bag?
A few years ago I made the jump over to Sony mirrorless. My current bag, depending on what I am shooting
can change quite a bit, but I will always have at least
one Sony a6000 body and sometimes two. For that
body my “go to” lens is the Sony 18-105G. I will also
have a Sony 10-18 with me most of the time. I also
have a variety of Sigma art series lenses for the E-mount
as well as a Sony 70-200G that will go into the bag from
time to time.

THURSTON COUNTY FAIR
by Dale Easley
Several members have asked what the theme for the
2018 Thurston County Fair would be so they could start
thinking of photos to take for the Fair Theme category.
We found out this week that the theme will be “Have an
Egg-citing Time at the Thurston County Fair” and the
Mascot will be Henrietta Hen. This is a fairly easy category to win a ribbon in, so
get your thinking caps on to
come up with an original
photo to enter into this category.
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7,000 miles: Bicycling the Chehalis Western
Trail (CWT)
by Neil Harris

On the morning of December 3rd, 2017, I reached another
goal of bicycling 7000 miles. My last goal of 5000 miles was
reached September 8th, 2016.
In December, 2012 we
moved into our new digs in
Lacey. One of the key reasons to move was the closeness of the Chehalis Western
Trail (CWT). It is located
around the corner from us.
The CWT is about 21 miles
in length and goes from
Woodard Bay to the
junction of the
Yelm-Tenino Trail
(YTT). From this junction you can go west 7
miles to Tenino or east
7 miles to Yelm.
Most days I bike about
8 miles along the same
path. Some days I bike
15 miles but rarely
above 25 plus miles. You would think it might get boring going on the same path;
however, there are regulars I wave to and I get to
watch the ever changing
scenery since I ride all
year. The only time I
don’t ride is if it’s raining
and when the temp gets
below freezing. I don’t
want to slip on the black
ice. Most of the days that are raining, I usually have an hour or
more break; I depend on my Smartphone for the hourly weather report. Ninety percent of the time I make it back home without getting wet but sometimes I get soaked. So far I haven’t
melted, even though I know that I don’t like to start out in the
rain. Since I’m 73 I
don’t know how long
I can keep bicycling
but I’m going to continue as long as possible.
Check out my bike
adventure photos on
my Flickr webpage.
Since I’ve been posting these on Facebook
every now and then
you might have seen
some already. For those that don’t bother with Facebook
please take the opportunity to check out my photos on
Flickr.com. I made a Flickr album page of photos I have taken
on the trail the last few years. Tap the hyperlink and you will
go to my album page. https://flic.kr/s/aHskpmoduT
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Creative Photography Techniques and Ideas
by Carole Hammond

The Practical Photography meeting for Nov 21st covered
Creative Photography Techniques and Ideas. Here are the
follow up resources and information covered on the nonimage slides. These are general guidelines to start with experiment with a wide variety of settings and see what
you like.
Intentional Camera Movement and Blur:
Long exposure times vary, but often 1/3 to 1 full second
of gentle, fluid motion creates a very nice blur handheld.
You can also use a Gimbal head on a tripod, for more limited movement. Pam Hoaglund mentioned that you can
gently swing the camera and tripod vertically to create a
nice blur as well.

Decrease ISO to as low as you can go to start, depending
on available light.
Use f/22 or stop down even further depending on available light (can use a Neutral Density filter to cut down
light if not taking the images in Golden Hour or Blue
Hour; also, taking images in a wooded scene or anywhere
where the light is naturally dimmer may allow for taking
at later/ midday times without additional filters or stopping down as much).
Turn off Auto focus on lens (or camera, if your camera
has image stabilization built in).
Manually focus on the subject and start the blur movement from there; can also push the shutter button while
the camera is already in motion, as Melissa Barnes discussed in her presentation.
Try to have a variety of subjects for color variations -very colorful subjects such as a garden in full bloom or
blown glass or neon light displays work well and give
interesting textures and color to the motion blurs also,
check your White Balance setting, you may want to
change it to fit the environment--or not.
Lenses and More: as well as some of the available accessories to try for any type of Creative Photography: (Note:
this is a very small sample of a very broad subject, many

options exist).
Lensbaby Lenses -- many types of images can be created
with these, several styles and types, different effects, different set-ups and different price ranges.
Helios Lenses --Jupiter Lenses--Meyer Optik Goerlitz
Lenses--Petzval/ Lomography Lenses-Holga -- Fisheye -- Macro -- Tilt-Shift --Soft Focus and
Projector Lenses.
Accessories: Many,
many types of filters-Pinhole body cap or
camera--The Diana
Camera-Extension Tubes-Macro Rings or filters--Creative Apertures/ Bokeh Optics-Handheld Prisms-Handheld Free
Lenses--Modified
Lenses and Infrared
converted cameras
(or IR filters will
have some IR type
effects). Note--there
are even Lenses now
made in Korea that
have information or
designs applied that
only show up when a Black Light is shone on them; there
are many things available that are not mainstream, but
very creative, available out there now.
The lenses that I use and enjoy the most are both Lensbaby lenses, the Velvet 56 and the Sweet 35, both fully
manual.
Extension Tubes--basic models are completely manual,
more expensive models will communicate with the camera. Stackable, come in MM sizes such as 12, 24, 36 mm
sizes. Each ring added decreases the amount of light that
gets to your sensor, and also decreases the area that will
be in focus--you can end up with a very thin slice of focus when stacking several together. A tripod is encouraged, as the slightest vibration will affect focus and cause
unintentional blurring of the image. Increase the ISO and
possibly exposure time (if on tripod) to help compensate
for light loss. Will give a very affordable option for creating macro-type images, some practice required!
Resources for learning and exploring more Creative
options:
Courses--“The Artist’s Eye” and “Palette Effects” by
Blake Rudis, www.f64academy.com
blog of Denise Love, www.2lilowls.com she also has
wonderful textures and other art type of photography
(Continued on page 14)
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classes available on her web site as well (both have
YouTube channels as well).
Lensbaby web site and blog, www.lensbaby.com
www.topazlabs.com see the Learn tab for free webinars
and blog, main page for free and purchased software
downloads and gallery.
www.creativelive.com
Design Cuts out of the UK, many unique products, free
tutorials and help when you have purchased an item,
freebies every Friday, www.designcuts.com
(AI, PS, Vector images)
YouTube-- search nearly any subject, many hours of free
content available, such as compositing and Photoshop
techniques, specific software, specific cameras, lenses,
etc.
Band H and other camera store web sites offer blogs and
webinars on products and ideas to try
Special interest Facebook groups (many available; several dedicated to Topaz software; Creative Visions, Textures and Overlays; Lensbaby, etc. to start).
Adobe blog and tutorials.
Photoshop Creative magazine.
Ben Willmore, 30 day Photoshop Boot Camp videos
available at Creative Live.
Phlearn on YouTube and on his web site
www.phlearn.com
www.photoextremist.com
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Google or other translations....also, if being shipped
from these destinations, it can take a long time to get
here, and you probably won’t be sending it back if it
does not meet your needs or wants.
Research ahead of time what a lens or family of lenses
are known for--many in a lineup will have different effects, and what appeals to your style or tastes? What
kind of price currently should you expect to pay? What
kind of issues have other photographers had, if any, with
this or that type of lens? If buying from ebay, be sure to
check the sellers ratings, the number of sales they have
had, sellers policy on returns (just in case) or credit,
shipping costs and expected time frame when it will be
delivered (realize other countries may take time off for
their own holidays and delay sending, usually sellers
will post this somewhere in the ad) and if you have a
Paypal account that is tied into an International credit
card, you can usually save the banking international
transaction fee that is applied on top of any other seller
fees.
Software Created Art Effects was also covered, I use
Topaz Labs Software, all of the plug ins and the new
platform, Topaz Studio. The ones I use the most often
are Impression, Glow, Simplify, Texture Effects, Black
and White Effects, Lens Effects and in the new format,
the Bloom, Radiance and Conceptual styles, although
there are endless variations available now; and I use
Photoshop. While we have many other software programs, these are my Go-To’s most often.
Compositing Images in Post Processing was briefly
touched upon, with some artistic images shown, including two images out of camera transformed into one composite art image with Topaz software, as well as several other images consisting of up to five images and
parts of images composited with overlays to create one
cohesive image, all in Topaz Studio.

www.digital-photography-school.com
Vintage Lens Considerations:
Completely manual.
Will need an adaptor ring or mount to fit modern dslr’s
(such as the M 42 mount).
May have fungus issues--when buying online, read the
ad very well, ask any questions before buying or bidding; many lenses will come from Russia or Poland, the
Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Europe in general
and Japan. Find out if seller speaks English or a language you are fluent in; if not, you will have to rely on

In conclusion, have fun, try something new--there are
nearly endless creative ideas that can be tried and modified, software techniques, and art effects that can be applied in post or tried in camera, and there are even people who apply paint, stitch, pastels or inks, feathers and
other such things to their prints. This can be an opportunity to try things that you may not have thought about
trying before; many opportunities exist to shape and
change your photos into art works, and have fun while
doing so. You can see what new digital photo art I have
created at the Olympia Camera Club web site, under
Photo Galleries then Member Galleries, click on the link
to Carole Hammond or access it here at:
www.flickr.com/photos/carolesphotoart/
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January Focus on Critiquing Photographs
by Bruce Livingston

During January 2018, the Olympia Camera Club will
have a unique opportunity to learn about critique. Both
the Practical Photography Group (January 16th) and General Meeting (January 23rd) will be devoted to critique.
First, at the Practical Photography meeting we will have a
presentation on critique by world renowned photographer
Art Wolfe (originally aired on Creative Live), followed
the next week by judging images from a Kitsap County
camera club (F:67) at the General Meeting. This will be a
fantastic opportunity for you to gain valuable insight and
tools into how to critique your own images. The F:67
Club digital photos will be judged by three to five experienced club members, and those who are in attendance at
the General Meeting will be given score sheets to score
images using the skills learned from the Art Wolfe critiquing session to see how their scores would compare
with the judges scores. At the end of the judging a facilitated discussion and a question/answer period will be
held on the process.
You don’t want to miss this opportunity, so please join us
in this new adventure. For more information, check the
Practical Photography and General Meeting write-ups in
this newsletter, and on the Club’s website calendar.
January Practical Photography
January 16, 2018

January General Meeting

by Bruce Livingston

by Bruce Livingston

The January Practical Photography Meeting will begin an
in-depth look at critique with a presentation on critique
by world renowned nature/wildlife/travel photographer
Art Wolfe. Last month, I was lucky enough to be selected
to attend a critique workshop by Art Wolfe in the studio
at Creative Live, and now I want to share that experience
with all of you. I will replay one of the segments from
that workshop which shows how Art goes about critiquing photographs submitted from the live audience members and solicitations from the on-line audience of Creative Live. The segment I will replay is on Landscape
Photography, however; the techniques and tools he uses
apply to all other categories of photography.
This critique workshop will then lead us to the General
Meeting next week where we will be using the skills and
tools we learn here, to evaluate images from F:67, a
neighboring camera club in Kitsap County that has asked
us to judge their images. Look at the website calendar for
more details on the January General Meeting.

January 23, 2018

The January 23rd General Meeting will continue the topic of “Critique” by conducting a Image Judging for the
Kitsap County camera club, F:67. Three to five of our
members will be judges and will use the same scoring
method as is used at the NPPNW Conferences. We will
distribute a short outline of the scoring rules, as well as a
spreadsheet of the images to be judged so that attendees
can follow along and score the images using skills
learned from the Practical Photography critique session
with Art Wolfe. This will be a great learning experience
for everyone who attends and I hope to see you all there.

Page 16

Volume 82, Issue 12, December 2017

2018 FIFTY TWO WEEK CHALLENGE
by Colleen Easley

For 2018 the club is again doing a 52 week photo challenge. There will be a theme word emailed to members at midnight every Friday night starting December 29, so you’ll have Saturday through the next Friday to take a photo that
represents the theme and then post it to our 2018 Challenge GROUP on Flickr at https://www.flickr.com/
groups/2018_52_week_challenge/ . If you choose to take the challenge, please join the group now. You may post
ONE image per word and TITLE IT WITH THE WORD IT REPRESENTS. A list of past words is maintained on
the club’s website under ACTIVITIES in case you want to get caught up.
Your participation is completely optional, and if you miss a week or two, no one’s going to scold you, but I think
you’ll enjoy challenging yourself each week. You can use any camera you wish - even your cell phone. Just try to
post to the Flickr Group in the week that the word is in effect. By the end of the year, we should have a pretty nice
collection of images!
If you don’t have a Flickr account but want to participate, please consider signing up for a free account at Flickr.com.
There is a tutorial for you to download here:
http://www.olympiacameraclub.org/files/How-to-Use-Flickr.pdf

Membership Dues
by Colleen Easley

It’s that time of year that we ask members to renew their Olympia Camera Club
memberships. For 2018 dues remain a bargain at just $25 per individual and $45
per couple. We also offer a student rate of just $20. There are three ways you can
pay your dues.

Give your dues to our Treasurer (or any other officer) at any of our January meetings.
Mail your check to Olympia Camera Club - PO Box 13333, Olympia, WA 98508
Use the PayPal link on the Membership page of the club’s website. (Note: dues are
slightly higher when paid via PayPal in order to cover our PayPal fees)
We encourage your renewal as soon as possible so we can generate a reasonably
accurate budget for 2018. In order to maintain your membership status and access
to the website Member’s Only Area, your dues are payable by January 31, 2018.
Thank you for your support.
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Member Directory
by Colleen Easley

WE NEED YOUR SELFIE!
If you’re an OCC member I hope you have explored the Member’s Only
Area of the OCC website. Each member has been issued a username
and password that allows them to access the Member’s Area. If you
have lost your password, use the Password Management Link in the
Member’s Only menu to reset your password so you can get into that
area and explore.
One thing you’ll find in the Member’s Area is a PDF version of our
Membership Directory. Each member’s name, email and phone number
is listed. I’ve also tried to include a photo of each member, but you’ll find that many photos are missing. If your
name has a generic avatar next to it instead of your smiling face, please help us complete the directory by submitting
your photo to webmaster@olympiacameraclub.org

Member Gallery
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December Community Activities
Nov. 18–June 17
Seattle on the Spot: The Photographs of Al Smith at
MOHAI
This retrospective of Smith’s photography work (his collection included more than 40,000 photographs from the
mid-20th century) is an extraordinary chronicle of the
African-American community in the Pacific Northwest.
MOHAI, 206.324.1126, www.mohai.org

Nov. 23–Jan. 1 Spanaway
Fantasy Lights
This 2-mile route along Spanaway Lake features nearly
300 elaborately lit displays. Spanaway Park,
253.798.4176, www.piercecountywa.org/parks.
Nov. 24–Jan. 1 Seattle
Wild Lights
Guests will be transported to a festive winter wonderland, complete with lights, treats, animals and more.
Woodland Park Zoo, 206.548.2500, www.zoo.org/
wildlights

Nov. 24–Jan. 1 Tacoma
Zoo Lights
The zoo glows with more than 600,000 lights every night
during the holidays (except Dec. 24); a vintage carousel
and camel rides offer yet more excitement. Point
Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, 253.591.5337,
www.pdza.org.
Nov. 24–Jan. 15 Bellevue
Bellevue Magic Season
The magic includes an open-air ice rink in Bellevue
Downtown Park, a nightly (through Dec. 24) Snowflake
Lane parade of live toy soldiers to Bellevue Way and
N.E. 8th Street, and performances of holiday classics at
Meydenbauer Center. 425.453.1223,
www.bellevuedowntown.com.
Nov. 25–Dec. 31 Bellevue
Garden d’Lights
More than a half-million lights bring the botanical garden
into a winter “bloom” of brilliant illuminations. Bellevue
Botanical Garden, 425.452.6844,

Member Gallery
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Christmas Lights
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Olympia Camera Club Board Meeting
December 5th at 6:30 pm
Casa Mia Restaurant, Olympia
Officers and Members Present
Meredith Rafferty, Tammy Mandeville, Bruce Livingston, Linda Foss, Pam Hoaglund, Colleen Easley, Dale
Easley, Frank Townsend, Terri Townsend, Norm Ott,
Kay Ott, John Gerecht, Kim Buechel, David Parker, Carol Hammond, Linda Pardee, Gene Pardee, Renee Conger.
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Vice President Meredith Rafferty.
November Minutes
Frank Townsend moved to approve the minutes of the
November 7th 2017 Board meeting, seconded by Pam
Hoaglund. MSC Unanimous.
Treasurer's Report
John Damitio was not present. Meredith Rafferty reviewed the Treasurers Monthly Report. Pam Hoaglund
made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report, seconded
by Linda Foss. MSC Unanimous.
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and in February two photographers will be doing a
presentation on their travels.
Practical Photography Group
Bruce Livingston stated that this month’s meeting will be
replaced by the Holiday party. In January, one week before the F:67 judging, Bruce will be presenting a replay
of a workshop on Critique he attended at Creative Live
with Art Wolfe.
Fundamentals Group
David Parker noted that the December meeting will have
Meredith Rafferty and Arun Rohila talk about Night
Photography and Gary Burgess, the Pacific Northwest
PSA Representative will speak about the PSA. January's
meeting will be about the Exposure Triangle.
Digital Imaging Group
John Gerecht talked about The Help Portrait Project and
all the people who volunteered this year to make it a success.
Equipment
Rosalind Philips did not attend the meeting. Nothing to
report.
Newsletter
Pam Hoaglund brought in the Honorable Mention certificate the Club received from the PSA Newsletter Competition. Pam led a discussion on articles and photos that
she needs for the December newsletter.

Membership Report
Colleen Easley reported no new members. OCC has a
total of 154 members. A discussion on Membership renewal and PayPal ensued.
President's Report
Scott wood did not attend the meeting. Meredith Rafferty
commented on how she enjoyed the last General Meeting
and all of the participation by our members and also the
creative presentation in the Practical Meeting.
Community Liaison/Historian
Linda Foss led a discussion on digital documentation.
General Meeting
Meredith noted that the December meeting will be replaced by the Holiday Party. In January we will be judging images from F:67 Camera Club from Kitsap County,

Webmaster
Colleen Easley has been working on getting the club
dues revamped thru PayPal and purchased new PayPal
software for $50. Linda Foss made a motion to approve
the $50 software purchase and to reimburse Colleen.
Linda Pardee seconded the motion, MSC Unanimous.
Colleen then led a discussion on ways to encourage
members to submit photos for the website member page.
Field Trips
Norm and Kay Ott will be stepping down as field trip
coordinators by the June elections. A search for a replacement needs to begin. There is no field trip planned
for December. After a discussion it was decided that the
January 27th field trip will be at the Museum of Flight in
Seattle.
NWCCC
Frank Townsend reported that the conference was a great
success. There were over 150 people who attended and
about 12 from our club. Frank said he was proud of what
our club achieved and all the people who participated.
(Continued on page 22)
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(Continued from page 21)

NWCCC Traveling Prints
Kim Buechel stated that 9 members are participating with
a total of 25 prints. Kim led a discussion on when to start
judging the prints in December. It was determined that
judging could occur at the Holiday Party.

Thurston County Fair Photography Competition
Nothing to report.

NPPNW
Nothing to report

Old Business-Status of F:67 Club Judging
The judging will happen at the January General meeting.
Linda Foss will receive the images before the meeting,
she will also receive spreadsheets so our members can
judge and compare their scores with the judge’s scores.
There will be 3-5 judges. Judges will also take questions
after judging is complete.

PSA
Gary Burgess will speak at the December Fundamentals
meeting and give an overview of the PSA.

New Business
Frank Townsend reported that so far there will be 22
books for the Annual.

Social Committee: Holiday Potluck
Linda Pardee commented that the reservations are still
coming in and the Turkey has been purchased.

Meredith Rafferty made a motion to adjourn the meeting,
Dale Easley seconded. MSC Unanimous
Submitted by Secretary Tammy Mandeville

Member Gallery
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Photographic Society of America (PSA)
PSA is a worldwide organization for anyone with an interest in photography. Founded in 1934, the Society is for
casual shutterbugs, serious amateurs, and professional
photographers.
Individual digital membership is $45 a year.
Membership offers a wide variety of services and activities:
1. Monthly Journal
2. Online photo galleries
3. Image evaluation
4. Study groups and courses
5. Competitions
6. Annual Conference

7. Discounts on photography-related products/services
8. PSA travel aide
For a complete overview of membership benefits go to
www.psa-photo.org

Dates to Remember
11 December Digital Imaging
12 December Combined Fundamentals & Practical
Photography Meeting
13 December Koffee Klatch
19 December Holiday Party
27 December Koffee Klatch
2 January Board Meeting
4 January Items due for newsletter
20 January 2018 Annual Publishing Party
27 January Field Trip to Flight Museum

Sizing Images for Newsletter
Format: jpeg, max quality
Dimension: 1024 pix long side
Please keep images 3MB or less
Please Watermark your image!
All photographs in this newsletter are under copyright protection. They may not be used without permission from the individual photographers.
Please submit articles and photographs to:
newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
Deadline for articles and images for December newsletter is 7 December at midnight.
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December 2017
Olympia Camera Club Monthly Meetings
Business Meeting Monthly on the First Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Open to all. Join us before the meeting at 5:30pm for dinner.

Contact: Scott Wood, President
Combined Fundamentals & Practical Photography Meeting this month only
Monthly on the Second Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, December 12, 2017
Program: Presentation by Gary Burgess PSA regional rep, and Night photography by
Arun Rohila
Contact: David Parker, Chair

Practical Photography (Formerly Advanced Photography)
Monthly on the Third Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, Will resume normal schedule in January 2018
Program: presentations
Contact: Bruce Livingston, Chair
General Meeting No meeting in December
Monthly on the Fourth Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, Will resume normal schedule in January 2018
Program:
Contact: Meredith Rafferty, Vice President

Koffee Klatch Meet up, Every Other Wednesday Morning from 9am to 11am
Panera’s Bakery, 2525 Capitol Mall Drive SW, Westside of Olympia
Open discussion about photography and other topics of interest
Contact: Linda Foss, Chair
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Associate Memberships

Executive Committee
President
Scott Wood
Vice President
Meredith Rafferty
Secretary
Tammy Mandeville
Treasurer
John Damitio
Immediate
Past President
Bruce Livingston
Newsletter Editor
Pam Hoaglund

Committee Chairs
Community Liaison
Linda Foss

Practical Photography
Bruce Livingston

Fundamentals of Photography
David Parker

Equipment Custodian
Rosalind Philips

Newsletter Editor
Pam Hoaglund

NWCCC Liaison
Frank Townsend

NWCCC Traveling Prints
Kim Buechel

PSA Representative
Pam Hoaglund

Scavenger Hunt
Rosalind Philips

Field Trip Coordinator
Norm Ott

Thurston County Fair
Colleen and Dale Easley

Webmaster
Colleen Easley

Membership
Colleen Easley

Historian
Linda Foss

Social Committee
Linda Pardee

NPPNW Liaison
Colleen Easley

Digital Imaging Group
John Gerecht

Olympia Camera Club
P.O. Box 13333
Olympia, WA 98508-3333

