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Presidentôs Corner - Scott Wood 

I donôt know about you, but for me it 
seemed like the holidays hit me quickly 
this year, and then were over just as 
fast.  It seemed that there was almost no 
time between Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and then the New Year.  It doesnôt help 
that I had a couple work trips during the 
holiday season, but it also meant that I 
wasnôt able to find the time to get out 
and shoot some of the things that I en-
joy shooting over the holidays.  I donôt 
have a single new image of any of the 
festively decorated houses in the area, 
which is a real shame, it is something I 
have always enjoyed shooting. 
It does mean though that we are past the 

gift giving season and I suspect that 

more than one of our members got new 

photographic equipment or accessories 

as gifts this year.  With new gear and 

new accessories often come questions 

or concerns on how to use these new 

toys to get the most out of them.  The 

good news is that the club is here to 

help.  We are fortunate as a club to have 

a very diverse group of members from 

all levels of photography that are here to 

help.  Please feel free to bring any ques-

tions, gear or accessories to any of our 

regularly scheduled meetings and I am 

sure that you will find someone that has 

the experience, expertise and more im-

portantly the desire to help you. 

The New Year also means that it is 

ñdues seasonò for the club.  Our mem-

berships align to the calendar year and 

our 2018 dues are due now.  The dues 

we collect from our members make it 

possible for us to provide the 3 monthly 

membership meetings as well as stay 

current on the equipment that we use at 

these meetings, a recent example is the 

new projector that the club invested in.  

If you have been to a recent meeting 

you will already know how much of an 

upgrade the projector is, and how much 

more effective the educational elements 

of our meeting are.  If you havenôt paid 

your dues yet, you can do so at any of 

the upcoming meetings. 

I want to thank each and every one of 

you for your continued support of the 

Olympia Camera Club and wish you a 

very happy and prosperous 2018. 

   Scott 

Note from the Editor 
 

We would love to showcase some of your images in the newsletter and hear about 
the places you have discovered. Please 
consider sharing through an article and 
your images. 
Please send all submissions to newslet-

ter@olympiacameraclub.org. 

Pam Hoaglund, Editor 

mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
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Monthly Meetings 

All meetings are held at 
 

Capital High School, Pod A 
2707 Conger Ave NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 

 

Fundamentals of Photography 
January 9, 2018 
7-9 pm 

 
There will be two presentations at the meeting: 

 

1st, Colleen Easley will discuss the Camera Club's 52 week challenge titled the Word-of-the-Week (WOW) and en-

courage everyone to participate to further their camera skills.  She will discuss what it is, how to get a Flickr site if 

you do not have one and how to upload pictures to it and 

how to get images into the Camera Club's 2018 52 week 

challenge Flickr group site.  

 

2nd, David will do a presentation on the Exposure Trian-

gle.  It will cover subjects such as, Shutter Speed, Aperture 

setting and ISO levels used in the camera to obtain good pho-

tos.  Also, a review of noise caused by high ISO, how to po-

tentially avoid noise and several software applications to re-

move noise.  Further a quick show of Depth-of-Field (DOF) 

of lens used at F/2 versus F/22. 

            David Parker, Coordinator 

             

January Focus on Critiquing Photographs 
by Bruce Livingston 

 

During January 2018, the Olympia Camera Club will 
have a unique opportunity to learn about critique. Both 
the Practical Photography Group (January 16th) and 
General Meeting (January 23rd) will be devoted to cri-
tique. First, at the Practical Photography meeting we will 
have a presentation on critique by world renowned pho-
tographer Art Wolfe (originally aired on Creative Live), 
followed the next week by judging images from a Kitsap 
County camera club (F:67) at the General Meeting. This 
will be a fantastic opportunity for you to gain valuable 
insight and tools into how to critique your own images.  
The F:67 Club digital photos will be judged by three to 
five experienced club members, and those who are in at-
tendance at the General Meeting will be given score 
sheets to score images using the skills learned from the 
Art Wolfe critiquing session to see how their scores 
would compare with the judges scores.  At the end of the 
judging a facilitated discussion and a question/answer 
period will be held on the process.  

You donôt want to miss this opportunity, so please join us 
in this new adventure. For more information, check the 
Practical Photography and General Meeting write-ups in 
this newsletter, and on the Clubôs website calendar. 
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 General Meeting 
January 23, 2018 

7-9 pm 
 
 
The January 23rd General Meeting will continue the topic of ñCritiqueò by conducting a Image Judging for the Kitsap 
County camera club, F:67.  Three to five of our members will be judges and will use the same scoring method as is 
used at the NPPNW Conferences. We will distribute a short outline of the scoring rules, as well as a spreadsheet of the 
images to be judged so that attendees can follow along and score the images using skills learned from the Practical 
Photography critique session with Art Wolfe. This will be a great learning experience for everyone who attends and I 
hope to see you all there. 
           Meredith Rafferty, Coordinator 

 

Practical Photography 
January 16, 2018 

7-9 pm 
  
The January Practical Photography Meeting will begin an in-depth look at critique with a presentation on critique by 
world renowned nature/wildlife/travel photographer Art Wolfe. 
Last month, I was lucky enough to be selected to attend a cri-
tique workshop by Art Wolfe in the studio at Creative Live, and 
now I want to share that experience with all of you. I will replay 
one of the segments from that workshop which shows how Art 
goes about critiquing photographs submitted from the live audi-
ence members and solicitations from the on-line audience of Cre-
ative Live. The segment I will replay is on Landscape Photog-
raphy, however; the techniques and tools he uses apply to all oth-
er categories of photography. 
This critique workshop will then lead us to the General Meeting 
next week where we will be using the skills and tools we learn 
here, to evaluate images from F:67, a neighboring camera club in 
Kitsap County that has asked us to judge their images. Look at the website calendar for more details on the January 
General Meeting. 
  
           Bruce Livingston, Coordinator 
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January 2018 Field Trip 
The Museum of Flight 
January 27, 2018 

 
We will meet at the Martin Way Park and Ride at 8:30 
a.m. and plan to leave at 8:45 a.m. for the Museum.  
Parking at the museum is free. 
 
The Museum is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
www.museumofflight.org  This link will outline how to 
buy tickets on-line  
 
Admission prices   online      In-person 
 
Youth (5-17)   $13  $14 
Adult (18+)   $21  $23 
Senior (65+)   $18  $19 
  
Discounted tickets are available to active military & vet-
erans, Boeing employees, AAA members, and others. 
Go to the website to see discount prices. Purchase online 
and save. Please have proof of employment, military ID, 
AAA card to receive discount.  If you order on line you 
will save at least a dollar per ticket.  
Photography is allowed.  The only photography re-
striction on the website is: using flash photography in 
flash-restricted areas, video recording of Museum pro-
grams, and commercial photography are prohibited. 

Everyone one will be responsible for buying their tick-
ets.  
 

Holiday Party Recap 

by Scott Wood 
 

Almost 50 members of the Olympia Camera Club met at the Black Lake Grange on the evening of December 19th for 

one of the only truly social events we do each year, our annual Holiday Party.  This is our annual pot luck dinner, and 

this yearôs was a huge success thanks to some outstanding dishes brought by our members, as well as our white ele-

phant style print/image exchange which was also a huge success thanks to 26 members bringing wrapped gifts. 

I would like to thank everyone who attended, helped setup, brought delicious food, brought prints for the gift ex-

change and probably most importantly helped clean up afterwards.  I would also like to offer a very special thanks to 

Linda Pardee who coordinates the event as well as prepares the main dish. 

See a gallery of images on page 18 

http://www.museumofflight.org


 

Announcing the 2017 Olympia Camera Club Annual! 
by Frank Townsend 

 

Every year OCC members get together to assemble a permanent collection of their recent photographic work. We do 
this by publishing our Annual, a booklet to which we all contribute our photographs. There is a copy of the Annual 
published for each contributor so each person gets a copy to keep. We have 
found these books to be excellent keepsakes and inspirations. We will assem-
ble the book at a gathering at the Friendly Village Community Center, accom-
panied by a ñfinger foodò lunch. We would encourage you to get involved in 
this enjoyable activity. It provides a good deal of fun, a collection of your col-
leaguesô work and a look at where we all were, photographically, in 2017. The 
details are as follows: 
  

The Annual 
 
Each Annual is made up of one image from each participating OCC member 
in good standing. Participation is voluntary, of course. Itôs nice but not re-
quired that the images were created during 2017. Images may be created by 
any photo process, film and/or digital, and may be any size from a snapshot to 
a maximum of 8 1/2 x 11 inches. Each participant provides one print per book 
so if there were 20 participants, there would be 20 books, each with one print 
from each participant. Binding costs will be around $5.00 per book. 
  
 

Publishing Party 
 

The publishing party will be on Saturday, January 20 at Noon at the Friendly Village Community Center, 1111 Arch-
wood Dr, Olympia. This is party time! Each participant brings their favorite snack, providing us with a ñfinger foodò 
lunch and an excellent opportunity to become acquainted with other members. In the event you are unable to attend, 
you may deliver your prints to Frank before the 7th or send them with another member. Please provide the name of 
the person who will be present to assemble your Annual for you. 
Note: Because we permanently assemble the Annual, all books must contain their complete contents at the party. It is 
difficult to add or exchange images with those already included in the binder, so a fully completed Annual, ready for 
binding is our goal! Please assure that your prints are at the publishing party, ready for assembly on or before the as-
sembly date. 
 

The Prints 
 
Option 1: Mount on Paper Pages 
Photos can be mounted on 8 1/2 by 11 pages with titles, etc. The preferred paper is 24 pound bond or similar. Please 
create your own pages and mount your prints, ready to bind before the party. You may use materials, colors, etc. of 
your choice. In that way you can control the placement of the print and information you want included on your page. 
When mounting, allow a 1/2 to 3/4 inch extra margin ("gutter") along the left hand (long) edge of the page for bind-
ing. Archival mounting materials are preferred. 
 
Option 2: Prints Done Directly on 8 1/2 x 11 Photo Paper 
You can bring prints that are done directly on 8 1/2 x 11 photo paper. We will bind these into the books with no need 
for other materials. When printing, allow a 1/2 to 3/4 inch extra margin ("gutter") along the left hand (long) edge of 
the page for binding. 
 
Note 1: 
Regardless of printing method or binding method, please assure your prints are dry and free of any adhesive residue 
or substances that would harm other prints in the book. 
 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 
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Note 2: 
Please endeavor to get your prints completed well before the party. In years past, last-minute print orders from Costco 
and others have gone awry preventing some folksô images from be included in the book so allow for possible delays 
and errors in your prints. 
 
Note 3: 
Most folks like to place the title and the name of the maker of the images somewhere on the mounting (Option 1) or in 
the print itself (Option 2). 
 
If you have any questions, please call Frank at 705-1349 or e-mail him at frank_townsend@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

mailto:frank_townsend@comcast.net
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Night Photography  

Long Exposure ï Milky Way: 
by Arun Rohila 

 

I forgot to mention a few other things about night pho-

tography during my presentation last month: 

 
Always use a Tripod, and if you can get an intervalomter 
that allows you to take pictures with a remote, so you do 
not have any camera shake. If you donôt, then you can 
use the built in timer.  Have the camera set to Bulb set-
ting, with ISO of at least 3200 at f/2.8 for 20-30 seconds; 
then adjust from there.  The intervalometer allows you to 
set your camera to take pictures at a specified duration, 
time to take the next shot, and number of shots (some 
max out at 99).  It takes about 300 pictures to get 10 sec-
onds for a time lapse. 
 
Also, there is the 500 rule for Milky Way/Night Shots 
for stars. The 1st link below basically states ñTo achieve 
points of light you can use a simple rule that's often 
called the ñ500 Ruleò. For example; let's say you're tak-
ing a shot with a 24mm lens on a full frame camera. 
500 / 24 = 21 seconds, which you can round to 20 sec-
onds.ò   
 
However, if you have a crop sensor, then multiply your 
focal length by 1.5. Using the example above for a full 
frame sensor, for crop sensor like my Nikon D5100 at 
24mm x 1.5 = 36mm, 500 / 36 = 13 seconds.  After tak-
ing the shot, I review the picture on the screen in the 
back of the camera and zoom in on the stars.  If there is a 
tail on the star, then the exposure is too long and you 
want to adjust your time. 

 
Here are links to a few articles:  
https://petapixel.com/2015/01/06/avoid-star-trails-
following-500-rule/ 
https://lifehacker.com/follow-the-500-rule-to-take-the-
best-pictures-of-the-1790638135 
678 x 1024 px ï Fall Milky Way in October outside of 
Boise, Idaho 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How I Make a Composite Picture  

with PS Elements 
by Jack Cornwell 

 

Why make a composite?  These are some of the reasons 

I find that composites are more useful to me than several/

many individual photos. 

To group significant photos highlighting a specif-

ic event or idea. 

Itôs a quick way refresh oneôs memory of that 

special time or place visited. 

It causes me to try and include the most important 

people, places, things, etc., without wasting 

too much of the observerôs time with less con-

sequential things. 

Itôs easier to store. 

Uses include posters, album sheets, wall compo-

sites, shared email attachments, greeting 

cards, etc. 

There many different ways to make a composite picture 

out of several photos.  Many are built into software pro-

grams that we have and some are part of online programs 

one can use.  In fact, the version of Elements that I cur-

rently use (Elements 14) has a version called ñphoto col-

lageò.  You can find it under the ñcreateò tab over on the 

right side of the tool bar.  But the problem with the pro-

grams Iôve looked into is that they decide what openings 

are available to fill, where they are, the size of the open-

ing, and last but not least, which photo will go into that 

opening. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ фύ 

https://petapixel.com/2015/01/06/avoid-star-trails-following-500-rule/
https://petapixel.com/2015/01/06/avoid-star-trails-following-500-rule/
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https://lifehacker.com/follow-the-500-rule-to-take-the-best-pictures-of-the-1790638135
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Since I, as well as most other photographers I know, do 

not like to relinquish our control over at least some of the 

above issues, I figured out my own way of making a 

composite.  Iôm sure that there are other ways of doing 

what I do, and probably even some shortcuts, but this 

works for me and I have complete control of how I want 

my composite to look. 

Process: 

1. First of all, I choose the photos that I want to include in 
my composite.  Make sure your photos are edited and in 
the format you want to have them for your composite.  I 
find it easiest for me to make my composite just as soon 
as I have edited the photos that I think I want to include 
in the composite.  That way they are all assembled and 
waiting as tabs at the top of my Elements (expert) work-
space.  As I do my editing, I start to form an idea of what 
theme my composite will cover and I will include those 
photos. 
2. When I have the photos I want waiting as tabs in my 
editor, I go up to my file tab and open a ñnewò blank file.  
Here is where you will choose the size, dimensions, and 
resolution of your composite.  You will learn through tri-
al and error what sizes, etc., you like the most.  I general-
ly use 12x8 or 8x12 with a resolution of 300.  I use that 
format because if I want it printed, Costco prints that for-
mat (and 8x10) for $1.95.  You can also use an 8x12 for-
mat if you want a 4x6 or 16x24.  MAKE SURE YOU 
KNOW WHAT YOUR PLANS ARE SO YOU KNOW 
WHAT SIZE TO MAKE THIS NEW BLANK FILE.  
There is nothing worse than having part of your print 
missing when you get it back from the printer.  Name 
your blank tab as ñcompositeò. 
3. Now open this composite tab.  It will look like a blank 
white sheet.  This is where you begin the assembly and 
the fun begins.  Choose and open (click on) any photo tab 
that is waiting in your editor.  Go up to ñSelectò and 
ñselect allò (or control A) and little dots will go around 
your photo.  Now go to Edit and select ñcopyò.  Next 
open/reopen your composite tab.  When it is open, go to 
ñeditò and select ñpasteò.  The photo you chose is now on 
top of your composite slide.  Put your cursor on one of 
the corners (so as to not lose its format) and resize the 
photo to the size you want on/in your composite.  You 
can move the photo around on the composite to any posi-
tion you want by 
dragging in by any 
place within the pho-
to.  
 
 
 
 

 
4. Now that you have one photo in the composite, repeat 
the same process again with a second photo.  Each photo 
that you have will have a different number of pixels in it 
and thus will be a different size, depending on your edit-
ing, when you paste on the composite.  Donôt worry 
about that, just catch the corner of it with your curser and 
resize to your wishes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ уύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ млύ 
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5.My recommendation is not to start out with too many 
photos in your composite when youôre beginning.  Start 
simple, maybe with 2 or 3 photos.    

 

Move them about to what pleases you.  If you want to put 
in some wording/script then leave some room for that 
too. (Iôm including 5 photos on my example because Iôm 
using this example for another project.) 
6. I would suggest you leave the background white for 
the first couple of composites you make.  You will in 
time paint the background a different color.  The easiest 
way I know how to do this is to click the small box in the 
lower right hand corner of you screen that is titled 

ñmoreò.  Then click ñlayersò.  Now all the layers will be 
listed on the right side of your screen.  Click on the bot-
tom one.  It should be white with no photo in it because it 
is the background layer.  Then what I do is to take the 
ñlittle dropperò over on the left side and choose a sub-
dominant color from any slide and click on it.  Now go 
up to the ñspilling paint canò, click on it and bring it over 
to a white area on your background and click on it 
(remember you have to be in your background layer!).  
You now have a different colored background.  Iôm usu-
ally not lucky enough to like my first choice, so I have to 
repeat this step a few (or several) times to get what I like.  
7. To add wording, click on the big ñTò in the left hand 
set of options.  Choose the style, size, and color.  Make 
sure the color is not white, or you wonôt see it.  Now put 
the funny looking curser in the space left for the words 
and start typing.  There is a lot of trial and error here.  If 

you donôt like what you typed, multiple-click over what 
you just typed until it is all highlighted, then you can 
change your options.  Eventually, you will see what 
works.  You can slide your words around to fit where 
you want them.   
8. Thatôs the basics.  Iôve inserted borders on mine to 
make them stand out a bit.  Also, I added a little bit of 
ñeffectsò to my title words.  These are things that you can 
learn later after you feel comfortable with composite 
making.  Have fun!  Iôve attached a few of my compo-
sites so you can get an idea of the variety available. 

 
 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ фύ 
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More Composites by Jack Cornwell 


