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Presidentôs Corner - Scott Wood 

As much as I like to use this space each 

month to talk about photography and to 

hopefully motivate people to grab their 

cameras and get out and shoot more, 

this month I want to use it to take care 

of a little bit of club housekeeping. 

As I write this we are just entering into 

March and I want to take just a moment 

to remind those that havenôt renewed 

their annual membership that our mem-

berships run on a calendar year and 

were due at the first of the year.  We 

understand that there are a number of 

reasons why people might not have re-

newed yet, we all get very busy through 

the New Year and things sort of slip 

through the cracks.  If you are a mem-

ber, but havenôt renewed for 2018, you 

can take care of that at any of our regu-

larly scheduled meetings or by visiting 

our website, 

www.olympiacameraclub.org and you 

will be good to go until next year. 

If you have been a member in the past 

but arenôt planning on renewing we 

would like to know why.  We donôt 

want to pry, but if there is something we 

can do better, or we havenôt met your 

expectations we want to know.  We try 

very hard to serve our members and if 

we donôt know if we are doing some-

thing wrong we certainly canôt strive to 

make it right.  If there is something that 

we have let you down on please let me 

know, you can email me from the ad-

dress at the end of this newsletter. 

Speaking of wanting to serve our mem-

bership leads me into the second half of 

my message this month.  The Olympia 

Camera Club is a volunteer-based or-

ganization.  All of our officers, board 

members and committee chairs are vol-

unteers and serve with the desire to 

make the club better and to help photog-

raphers of all skill levels.  The reason 

that I bring this up is that we elect new 

officers at our annual banquet in June.  

Over the next number of weeks we will 

start the process of forming a nominat-

ing committee which will work on se-

lecting a slate of candidates for our 

elected positions as well as identifying 

people who would like to serve on the 

various committees that keep the club 

running.  These positions are open to 

any club members; there is no need to 

ñmove through the ranksò so to speak.  

If you have a desire to help shape the 

future of the Olympia Camera Club 

please reach out to me via email and we 

can go from there. 

Ok, with all that housekeeping out of 
the way, spring is almost here so get out 
and shoot.  

    Scott 

Note from the Editor 
 

We would love to showcase some of your images in the newsletter and hear about 
the places you have discovered. Please consider sharing through an article and 
your images. 
Please send all submissions to newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org. 

Pam Hoaglund, Editor 

http://www.olympiacameraclub.org
mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
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Monthly Meetings 

All meetings are held at 
 

Capital High School, Pod A 
2707 Conger Ave NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 

 

Fundamentals of Photography 
March 13, 2018 
7-9 pm 

Tonight's presentations will have two topics. 

 

1st presentation will be by Jack Cornwell who will demonstrate 

how he uses Photoshop Elements (PSE) to make composites and 

collages. 

 

2nd presentation will be by Steven Lawrence using film and digital, 

black and white techniques for Street Photography.  He will explain 

his philosophy of doing Street Photography, his camera tools and 

general guidelines which make him unobtrusive and "invisible" for 

the most part while taking photos of people. 

            David Parker, Coordinator 

             

Practical Photography 
March 20, 2018 
7-9 pm 

 
At this month's Practical Photography meeting, Carole Hammond will show us how she uses Topaz software to com-
pliment her use of lenses and other techniques to produce creative images. A few months ago Carole showed us how 
she uses many different techniques and creative lenses to make her images, this month she will continue the creative 
process by giving us a primer on Topaz Software.  Many of us were amazed by her creative images from her first 
presentation - you don't want to miss this one! 

 
            Bruce Livingston, Coordinator 
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 General Meeting 
March  27, 2018 
7-9 pm 

 

Please join the Olympia Camera Club at its March general meeting when our own Scott Wood will lead a presentation 

on severe weather photography.   

 

Scott will cover a number of topics during his presentation.  We will discuss the anatomy of a thunderstorm, tech-

niques used to capture images of lightning, gear that is needed to capture images of lightning as well as compositional 

elements that help make images of severe weather more impactful. 

Scott will also discuss why he got into storm chasing and why he continues to do it today as well as share a number of 

images that he has created over almost 30 years of severe weather photography. 

We hope to see you at what promises to be an informative and entertaining evening. 

            Meredith Rafferty, Coordinator 
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April Field Trip 
April 21, 2018 
by Bruce Livingston 

 
The April Field Trip will take us to Bottle Beach near Westport to photograph shorebirds. This is an almost annual 
field trip for the club, and if you enjoy wildlife photography, this is a must do. This year the Grays Harbor Shorebird 
Festival begins April 27th thru the 29th. In order to take advantage of the best tides (we want to photograph on an 
incoming tide), the weekend before the Shorebird Festival (April 21st) offers the best times. This will be a later-in-the
-day field trip, since the high tide is at 7:02p.m. and sunset that day is at 8:13p.m. These times will offer us great late 
afternoon light as we photograph shorebirds on the incoming tide. 
 
Let's plan to meet at the parking lot near 5 Guys Burgers where the "old" El Sarape restaurant used to be at 2:30 p.m. 
and we will carpool to Bottle Beach at 2:45 p.m., and arriving at Bottle Beach by about 4:00 p.m. That should give us 
plenty of time to set up on the beach and await the birds as they move closer to us on the incoming tide. 
 
What to bring: Camera, telephoto or telephoto zoom lens, tripod, rubber boots, rain gear, warm clothes, food and wa-
ter and a little patience. If all goes well, the birds will be very close along the shore. 

Nature Photographers of the  
Pacific Northwest 

by Colleen Easley - www.nppnw.org  
 

The spring meeting of NPPNW will be April 7 in the 
McGuire Auditorium at Warner Pacific College in Port-
land, OR. We will open the doors at 8:30 AM, and the 
program will begin at 10 AM. The invited speaker will 
be Jack Graham under the generous sponsorship of Fuji-
film. Jack is a landscape and nature photographer, work-
shop leader and author with more than 25 years experi-
ence. He is a Fuji X-Photographer and contributor to 
magazines such as Landscape Photography and Outdoor 
Photographer.  Treat yourself to Jackôs website at  
https://jackgrahamphoto.com. 

Jack's three presentation titles are: 

"Use Depth and Perspective to Create Emotion in Your 

Images" 

Depth and perspective involves the dimension of objects 

and the special relationship between them.  On computer 

screens and in prints we are viewing images at 2-

dimensional representation in a 3-dimensional world. 

Weôll discuss how to make our images look more 3-

dimensional by adding a sense of depth and using 

perspective to create highly emotional 

images.  Perspective controls where our eyes focus when 

we view images and has a strong influence on how our 

images become impactful as well.  Being consciously 

aware of this and using good control of the 

photographersô perspective and depth when making 

photographs makes oneôs work stand out from another. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

http://www.nppnw.org
https://jackgrahamphoto.com
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"Becoming an Artist, Not Just a Photographer" 

This talk covers topics sometimes not usually thought 

about such as: 

WHY DO I (we) PHOTOGRAPH? é WHAT A 
GREAT QUESTION! 

Developing a ñsense of Place to allow the Place to 
inspire your imagesò 

Time Management when it comes to Artistic Photog-
raphy 

Itôs not the equipment 

Creativity and Simplification 

Our need to create 

Social Media... The Good, Bad, and Ugly 

Why do I (we) have the need to create? 

After the Imageé Now What? 

"Purpose Driven Travel" 

From all points in the United States to Iceland, Norway, 

Japan and Greenland weôll discuss photographing with a 

purpose, not just being a tourist. Inspiration images from 

all locations will be presented. Topics such as planning, 

logistics and more will be covered. Weôll discuss how to 

best tell your story of your trip through photography. This 

is a multi-themed presentation of images as well as 

information. 

SENSOR CLEANING: Bring your digital camera bod-

ies to our meetings for specially priced sensor cleanings 

by Advance Camera.  They will professionally clean your 

sensor, clean the outside of your camera body, and up-

grade your firmware if needed while you enjoy the speak-

er.  Cost is $35 for crop sensors and $45 for full frame 

units.   A lens mounted to the camera is included in the 

cleaning.  If you have additional lenses you wish to have 

externally cleaned, the cost is $15 each.  If bringing in 

your camera for sensor cleaning, please be sure it has a 

fully charged battery or we won't be able to clean it. 

REGISTRATION:  Pre-registration is $10 or $15 for a 

couple.  Registration at the door is $5 more.  Please visit 

NPPNW.org for details on competitions, driving direc-

tions, and registration. 

Time is Running Out! 

The Washington State Spring Fair Photo Con-
test entry deadline is Wednesday, April 11, 

2018 

Photo Contest Prize Money this year totals $525, with a 
total of 34 different awards. In addition, every image 
submitted will be displayed. Over 1,500 people will vis-
it the Tacoma Photographic Societyôs Spring Fair Photo 
Exhibition this year, making this a great opportunity to 
display your work to a large audience and possibly be an 

óAward Winning Photographerô. 

For Instructions and a Contest Entry Form, 

go to tacomaphoto.org and 

click on the Pink Tulips. 

If you have any questions, or need help with delivering 
your images, please contact me at your earliest conven-
ience. Please note that I am happy to pick up your images 

after the fair and hold them for you. 

  

Stan Braaten 

Tacoma Photographic Society 

photoguystan@yahoo.com 

Cell (253) 709-6974 
 

 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ рύ 

http://NPPNW.org
http://www.tacomaphoto.org/
mailto:photoguystan@yahoo.com
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Hotel Information for Painted Hills Field Trip 
June 2-3, 2018 
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New Member Profile: Alaine Schumann 
 

What or who brought you to the 
club?  
 
 I called Rosalind Phillips about pho-
tography lessons and she suggested I 
join this club.  
 
How did you get interested in pho-
tography? 
 
 My dad loved photography. I inherited his Pentax cam-
era when he got a small digital one to take on his trips 
around the world.  
 
What kind of photography do you like to do?  
 
I especially like trees, rivers, and scenery.  
 
What equipment is in your camera bag?  
 
I have a Nikon D40 that I purchased around 2006. Re-
cently I bought a bridge camera, a Nikon P900 to avoid 
carrying so many lenses.  
 
What post processing programs do you use?  
 
Elements and plan on learning that and Lightroom to in-
crease my skills. Mostly cropping in the past and now I 
am experimenting with the skills I have been exposed to 
so far.  
 
What do you want to learn from the club? 
 
 I want to learn everything that it has to offer. There are 
so many skilled photographers that are willing to share 
their knowledge and experience in this club. I feel hum-
ble when I compare where I am and where they are.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Member profile: Gene Pardee 

What or who brought you to the 
club? 
 
Shortly after we arrived in Wash-

ington State in 2005 while we were 

talking about photography after 

church one Sunday morning, Wes 

Kirkpatrick suggested that I should 

attend a meeting. 

How did you get interested in 
photography? 
 
When I was eight years old, my cousin, with whom I 
spent a week each summer, had set up a darkroom for a 
Boy Scout Merit Badge. Seeing images appear when ex-
posed photo paper was immersed in the developer solu-
tion fascinated me. 
The following Christmas, I received a Sears Tower De-

veloping and Printing Set. We had a deep coat closet 

where I set up behind the coats hanging there. The coats 

between me and the doorway kept it sufficiently dark to 

be able to use as a darkroom. 

What kind of photography do you like to do? 
 
I like photography that generates or has the potential to 

generate income. I first started earning income from my 

photography when I was hired to be the official photogra-

pher for Lionôs Drag Strip (Long Beach CA) in 1965. 

This was followed by four years as a photographer for the 

USAF which involved everything from portraits, award 

presentations, aircraft crashes and much more. I contin-

ued throughout my working life working in photofinish-

ing plants, studios, retailing and teaching photography. 

For many years I have photographed horseback trail rides 

in California and now in Washington State. 

What equipment is in your camera bag? 
 
Nikon D7200, D200 and older bodies supported by Nik-

kor optics including 12-24mm, 24-120mm and 70-

200mm f/2.8.  Depending on the subject and lighting, I 

often use fill-in flash with Nikonôs SB-800. While they 

donôt fit in my camera bag, I also occasionally use my 

studio strobes and backgrounds. 

What post processing programs do you use? 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ млύ 
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I subscribe to Adobeôs Lightroom and Photoshop. I also 

occasionally use Nik and ON1 Effects 10. 

What do you want to learn from the club? 
 
I am constantly being inspired and kept up-to-date with 

input from other members who utilize different equip-

ment and software. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Histograms  
by Rosalind Philips 

 

One of my favorite things about digital cameras is the 

histogram. A histogram is a graph that shows the relative 

brightness of a scene. The horizontal axis (x-axis) repre-

sents the tonal range from pure black on the left to pure 

white on the right. The vertical axis (y-axis) represents 

the relative amount of light (brightness) for a given tone. 

The histogram lets us know whether the image is proper-

ly exposed by how the graph is distributed from black to 

white. An underexposed image will have a graph that is 

weighted to the extreme left and an overexposed image 

will be weighted towards the extreme right. A properly 

exposed image will have a graph that covers the full 

range like a bell curve. Here are some examples. 

Example one is an image taken of this yearôs nesting 

Great Horned Owl at Nisqually. 

The background is obviously overexposed so we would 

expect the histogram to have to have a peak on the ex-

treme right as the histogram below shows. There is also a 

peak near the middle which represents  

 

the mid tones. The tailing off of the graph on the left rep-

resents the dark shadows particularly in the tree cavity. 

Letôs look at another image. 

 

Example 2 is an image of my cat Ophelia. The histogram 

is weighted to the left and this makes sense since the cat 

is mostly black. This is a good exposure. 

 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ фύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ммύ 


