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Presidentôs Corner - Scott Wood 

As I sit down to write this article this 
month it seems odd to say that summer 
is all but over and that fall is almost up-
on us.  It seems odd to say that because 
it doesnôt really feel like summer is 
over.  The temps have been in the 80ôs 
and 90ôs for a while and it is hard to re-
member the last time it actually rained.  
Granted, by the time that this newsletter 
ñhits the streetsò there is a chance that 
we will have had a little rain, but as I 
write this that still seems like a wish 
more than a forecast. 

Also, as I write this there are numerous 

wildfires burning throughout the region.  

Some are small, others are large and 

burning in some of the most beautiful 

and iconic locations in the Pacific 

Northwest.  While there has been some 

promising news about iconic areas, spe-

cifically in the Columbia River Gorge, 

being spared from the brunt of the 

flames, it will be quite some time until 

we know for sure what has been burned, 

what has been spared and what the land-

scape will look like going forward. 

This has gotten me thinking about tak-

ing the beauty around us for granted.  

We are fortunate to live in one of the 

most beautiful places on the planet.  

Photographers from around the world 

travel here to photograph ñour back 

yardò so to speak.  It is very easy to put 

off shooting in our own back yards, and 

I am probably guiltier than most.  My 

work schedule is erratic at best, and 

downright punishing at others.  When I 

do have some free time, instead of grab-

bing my camera and getting out shoot-

ing, I often find myself thinking that I 

can get out anytime.  Places like Mt. 

Rainier or the Columbia River Gorge 

are not going anywhere. 

This brings me back to the fires that are 

ravaging the area.  Granted, Mt. Rainier 

and the Columbia River Gorge are not 

going anywhere, but the very face of 

these places can change in a minute.  

Donôt wait to get out and enjoy the 

beauty around us, especially if itôs a 

new destination for you, and above all, 

please donôt take the beauty around us 

for granted. 

   Scott 

Note from the Editor 
I am looking for a volunteer who would collect information on events going on in 

our area that members might be interested in photographing. This would become 

a column in the newsletter. Please contact me if interested and/or for more infor-

mation.  

We would love to showcase some of your images in the newsletter and hear about 

the places you have discovered. Please consider sharing through an article and 

your images. 

Please send all submissions to newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org. 

Pam Hoaglund, Editor 

mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
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Monthly Meetings 

All meetings are held at 
 

Capital High School, Pod A 
2707 Conger Ave NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 

 

Fundamentals of Photography Group 
September 12, 2017 

7-9 pm 
 

The Fundamentals Group Meeting will resume with Rosalind Philips continuing her presentation about the many 
helpful post-processing features of Photoshop Elements. If you use Elements bring your computer so you can follow 
along with the presentation. 
 
            David Parker, Coordinator 

 
 
 

Practical Photography Meeting (Formerly Advanced Group)  
September 19, 2017 

7-9 pm 
 

If you have contemplated ON1 as an editing or RAW Converter Software or if you have already purchased it and 
want to know a little more about its features, then you don't want to miss tonight's meeting. Tonight I will start with 
the very basics of getting image files from your camera to your computer, show how ON1 accesses those files 
(whether .jpg or RAW) and how to do basic editing with ON1. I will show you how similar ON1 adjustments are to 
other software from Adobe and go through my normal workflow. I will also suggest options for file structure and file 
storage locations and also discuss the upcoming features that will be released for download soon. 
 

            Bruce Livingston, Coordinator 

General Meeting 
     September 26, 2017 

     7-9 pm 
 

 Our General Meeting will feature local photographer Dennis Plank who grew up 
with a love for the natural world around him and now uses his camera to share 
the unique personalities of birds.  He is an award winner of the Northwest Coun-
cil of Camera Clubs (NWCCC). www.cranesongscalling.com. See the full page 
flyer on page 4. 
 
     
          
  
            Meredith Rafferty, Coordinator 

http://www.cranesongscalling.com
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2017 Planning Picnic 
Sets Our Direction for the Next Year 

by Meredith Rafferty, Vice President 

 
The annual Planning Picnic comes at the perfect time to share our summer with each other and look forward to Club 
activities starting up again in September.  This yearôs Planning Picnic on August 29 was at the Black Lake Grange 
where delicious summer potluck dishes were shared.  We raised our forks in praise of a wonderful meal!  
 
The planning portion of the evening revolved around membersô input to the online survey.  The Club is all about 
providing opportunities for members to share, learn and expand their photographic talents.  We do this primarily 
through our meetings which feature guest speakers, educational presentations, discussions, and field trips. We look to 
our members to tell us the subjects theyôd like to learn more about and the places theyôd like to go for photography.  
Your input goes directly to the Club committees where it will be used to plan our speakers, presentations, and activi-
ties for the next year.  Here is what the members said in the survey. 
 
Thank you for your participation in the Club and a special round of applause of thanks to the many members who of-

fered to volunteer.  Club activities benefit us all and your interest and helping hands make all the difference! 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
What You Most Want to Learn This Year 

 
     Over 50% of responses: 
 
Photographing the Night Sky and Northern Lights 
Creating Composite Photographs 
Learning to Critique My Photographs 

 
     30% - 49% of responses: 
 
Understanding Flash Photography 
Painting with Light 
Using Filters such as Neutral Density, Graduated ND, etc. 
Focus Stacking 
Learning How to Prepare My Images for Competition 
How to Do HDR (High Dynamic Range) 
Shooting Movement ï Freeze Action or Long Exposure 
Shooting with Natural Light 
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Your Favorite Types of Photography 

 

 
 

Field trips you suggested for the next year: 

¶ Lower Lewis River waterfall series 

¶ Artist's Pt, Mt. Shuksan 

¶ Deer Park & Hurricane Ridge on Olympic Peninsula 

¶ Wild beaches of the Olympic Peninsula 

¶ Cape Disappointment 

¶ Silver Falls, Oregon 

¶ The Painted Hills in Oregon 

¶ Sunrise, Mt. Rainier 

¶ Scatter Creek Wildlife Area, Rochester 

¶ Ghost towns 

¶ Meteor shower shoots...night shoots of local/other attractions 

¶ Ft. Vancouver 

¶ Winter trip to Forks area 

¶ Night shooting in Olympia or Tacoma 

¶ Fort Worden 

¶ Lakewold Gardens, Lakewood, WA 

¶ North Washington coast 

¶ Deschutes Falls Park, Yelm area 

¶ Ridge Motor Sports, Shelton 

¶ Offer some longer trips to locations such as Columbia Gorge, Yellowstone, Utah, Yosemite, and Alaska 

¶ Portland Japanese Garden and/or other Portland gardens 

¶ South Sound Steel and Recycling 

¶ Wolf Haven or Northwest Trek 

¶ Lake Sacagawea, Longview 
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Planning Picnic 2017 
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Fundamentals will continue Sept. 12 
by Meredith Rafferty, Vice President 

 
Fall brings a startup of Club activities and the Fundamen-
tals meetings will continue on the second Tuesday of the 
month, with the September 12th meeting featuring 
Rosalind Philips who will be teaching about editing your 
photos with Photoshop Elements. The session will be led 
by David Parker as Chair of the Fundamentals Commit-
tee. 
 The Club provides a variety of activities for learning, 
sharing and enjoying photography which fills the month 
with four regular offerings of meetings and a field trip 
plus the Board meeting.  These activities are all depend-
ent upon the time and expertise of Club members to pre-
sent, lead an activity, mentor another photographer, or-
ganize, and lend a helping hand. Recently the Board 
asked members for input to the question of ñShould we 
reduce the number of monthly meetings by combining the 
Fundamentals and Practical Photography groups?ò  A Fa-
cebook poll got the discussion started, followed by a 
question in the Planning Survey and discussion at the 
Planning Picnic.   
Your comments revealed that members look for a variety 
of topics to choose among according to their interests. 

The Planning Survey alone listed over two dozen topics 
of interest.  Members said introductory classes are appre-
ciated on any topic that may be new or less familiar to a 
member (an example is that nearly half of the Planning 
Surveyôs respondents were interested in ñUnderstanding 
Flash Photographyò).  New photographers also spoke up 
for introductory sessions geared to them.  In terms of 
numbers, in which comments were counted as well as 
Yes/No votes, 48 members participated in the Facebook 
poll and Planning Survey of which 29 were favorable to 
combining Practical Photography and Fundamentals, 12 
were not, 2 were undecided and 5 did not answer that 
question in the survey. 
As the Board gathered for its September meeting, addi-

tional volunteers stepped up to lead and add to the mem-

bership of the Fundamentals Committee.  The Board act-

ed to continue the Fundamentals meetings and its topics 

but also recognized that it is contingent upon having the 

resources and volunteers to deliver its sessions.  Indeed, 

any of the Clubôs offerings may need to change in the fu-

ture but we will work it out with your input and participa-

tion to help the Club continue to be a place where photog-

raphers help photographers.  
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Field Trip Coordinator 

by Norm and Kay Ott    

The remaining 2017 field trip schedule is presented be-
low.   

Each upcoming trip will be presented by the trip leader, a 
month in advance.  If you have previously visited one or 
more of these field trip sites, we are requesting photos 
that could be shared in the Newsletter.  Please place cop-
yrights/watermarks in all images you submit.  Photos 
may be sent to the OCC at: 
 newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org 
 
 2017 Field Trips:    

Planned: 

23 Sep - Point Defiance, led by Colleen 

14 Oct - Cranberry Harvest, in Grayland, led by  

    Dave Bellamy 

Nov (none) - NPPNW and NWCCC Conferences 

2 Dec - Ft. Nisqually @ Point Defiance, led by  
 Norm and Kay  
 
As always, comments or suggestions concerning desira-
ble future trips are welcomed.  You can let us know by 
email, or at any Tuesday meeting night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dahlias Galore and More - Field Trip 
 

by Colleen Easley 

 

On Saturday, September 23 we will visit Point Defiance 
Park in Tacoma to photograph Dahlias and possibly Ros-
es as well as anything else that catches our fancy while at 
the park.  We will meet at the Martin Way Park and Ride 
in Lacey at 7:45 am to arrange car pools and will depart 
at 8:00 sharp. 
 
As of Sept 7, the Dahlia and Rose gardens are looking 
great. Iôm hopeful they will stay that way for a couple 
more weeks.  There were many new buds on the dahlia 
plants.  Last year I photographed there on October 3rd 
and it was great, so keep your fingers crossed that weôll 
have beautiful flowers on the 23rd. 
 
Other options for photography at the park include a small 
Japanese garden, the Zoo ( $17.95 for Adults, $16.95 for 
Seniors, $13.95 for Youth), several viewpoints of Puget 
Sound and the Tacoma Narrows Bridges along the Five-
Mile Drive, and Fort Nisqually; the Hudsonôs Bay Com-
pany trading post.  Fort Nisqually is having Smithsonian 
Magazine Museum Day Live at the fort so there is free 
admission if you apply for tickets ahead of time online.  
Visit 
bit.ly/2gM6j8O for more information and to order your 
free tickets. 
 
For the botanical gardens I recommend you bring a tripod 
along with a macro lens.  If you donôt have a macro lens, 
you can use extension tubes or a closeup lens that screws 
to the front of your lens.  For the other options, youôll 

probably want a gen-
eral purpose zoom 
lens. 
 

 

mailto:newsletter@olympiacameraclub.org
http://bit.ly/2gM6j8O
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The Solar Eclipse 
by Rosalind Philips; photos by Linda Foss and Charis Wilson 

 

 

I had the pleasure of viewing the total solar eclipse in Cascade, ID. The entire experience was surreal. Linda Foss, her 

dog Klause and I rented a parking spot  at a nursery. It was well organized and even had porta potties and coffee. We 

set up our chairs, put on our glasses and prepared to watch the show. I made the decision not to take photographs so I 

could focus on the eclipse experience and not on my camera. I have to admit that during totality I did wish I had set up 

the camera. Charis Wilson kindly allowed me to use some of her images for this article. 

During the first phase of the eclipse it did get darker and darker; it was more like late twilight than night. Most notice-

able was the 10 degree drop in temperature. It got quite chilly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As totality approached, several swallows started their late afternoon-early evening feeding flights. The most enjoyable 

part of this phase was watching and listening to the excitement of the kids that were around us. They were playing 

with pinhole cameras, making shadows with their hands and various objects. The shadows were quite interesting with 

little crescent moons appearing in gaps. Itôs too bad there were not any trees nearby, some of the shadow pictures on 

the web were quite interesting.  

 

 

 

 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ммύ 
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Here is one of Klause that Linda took.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Totality lasted just 92 seconds, but what a 92 seconds! After a rousing cheer to usher in totality, it got very quiet with 

occasional oohs and ahhs. Right away you could see the corona had a few bumps in it. As time progressed, the corona 

started to glow red. It was amazing. 

 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ млύ 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мнύ 


